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Redeem — to obtain or purchase back; to liberate or rescue
from captivity (Titus 2:14; Matthew 1:21) or from bondage
(Hebrews 2:14); to repurchase what had been sold; to regain
possession of by repaying the value of it to the possessor (“/
made you, | bought you, you're mine!”); to recover what was
lost or stolen; to make free by atonement; to pay the penalty
of; to save; to perform what has been promised (Matthew
1:21); to rescue and deliver from the bondage of sin and
death, the penalty of God’s violated law, by obedience and
suffering in the place of the sinner (Galatians 3).

Redemption — repurchase of captured goods or prisoners;
the act of procuring the deliverance of persons or things
from the possession and power of captors by the payment of
an equivalent.
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The Purpose of Creation
& Redemption

edemption’ speaks of creation. Why? Those who are redeem-

ed are to fulfill the awesome purpose for which they were

both created and redeemed. The fact that we need to be re-
deemed tells us that there was a marvelous purpose we were created
for. If there were no purpose for creation there would be no need for
redemption. But our Father’s purpose in creating mankind and the
infinite universe is more wonderful than the mind of natural man can
imagine.Yet it is being revealed in these last days by the Holy Spirit to
His people.?2 So redemption is for the purpose of creation. If it were
not for redemption there would be no way to fulfill the purpose of
creation.

Redemption restores or recovers the purpose man was created to
fulfill, for there is a purpose for creation other than what man is now
accomplishing. Man does not know why he was created. There has
been a spirit at work on the earth for generations to divorce man from
the instinctive knowledge that he has a purpose for living. He
sometimes asks the question,”ls there life after death?” He knows that
he must die, but he hardly knows why. He cannot understand that
Yahweh had a purpose, and still has a purpose for man.

THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL

At the birth of John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit came upon Zech-
ariah to speak these words:

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomp-
lished redemption for His people. (Luke 1:68)

This prophecy was not concerning a redemption from Roman
bondage, but of Israel being redeemed from its fallen state as a
nation.2 “Redemption for His people” is restoration to the holy nation
Israel was meant to be. This prophecy looked ultimately to the pro-

T See opposite page. 21 Corinthians 2:9-10 3 Exodus 19:5-6; Psalm 105:8-11
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mise to Abraham being fulfilled and Israel dwelling in the enemy-free
land forever and ever. John the Baptist prepared the way for the
Redeemer of Israel to come.

he redemption of Israel had to come through the death and

resurrection of Yahshua, the Messiah.* He came to redeem a

people who would be for Him a holy nation and a royal
priesthood, who would produce the fruit of the kingdom. Yahweh
initiated a another nation out of the remnant of both Jews and
Gentiles.> This servant Israel took national Israel’s place in history for a
period of time — until they could put all of Yahweh’s enemies and
Israel’s enemies under His feet. Thus they would fulfill all that Yahweh
had spoken concerning Israel.6

When the disciples of Yahshua said,”We were hoping that it was He
who was going to redeem Israel,”” they may have only meant to
redeem Israel from Roman bondage. Or they may have hoped He
would restore Israel as a twelve-tribed holy nation to fulfill Yahweh's
intentions to usher in the Kingdom.8 He told them later,“It's not for
you to know the times my Father has set by His own authority.” The
kingdom would be put off for another 2,000 years from the time He
spoke.’ His kingdom will finally come on this earth after the res-
toration of Isaiah 49:6 and Daniel 2:44.

He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; | will
also make you a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to
the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6)

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for
another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but
it will itself endure forever. (Daniel 2:44)

Since neither old Israel nor the first-century church produced the
fruit of this kingdom,"" it would be left for another nation to fulfill.

4Yahshua is the original Hebrew name of the one called Jesus in most English

translations of the Bible. See the article,"Name Above All Names” on page 45.

5 Acts 2:6; Matthew 21:43; Malachi 1:5,11; 1 Peter 2:9-10 ¢ Hebrews 10:13;Luke
1:71-74; Psalm 105:8,11; Genesis 15:18;17:8-9; 18:19 7 Luke 24:21 8 Luke 1:68;
2:38;21:28,31 2 Acts 1:7 9 Daniel 2:44,34,35,45 " Matthew 21:43
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Therefore, there must be a restoration of the Community of the
Redeemed.’? This will be a witness of His great love and power to
redeem His people, who will be a light to the nations, which will shine
to the ends of the earth, heralding the return of Yahshua to take up
His kingdom on earth.

Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. (Luke 21:27)

This speaks of the time of His return, His second coming, when His
enemies will be put under His feet.’3 But before this can happen, what
is prophesied in Luke 1:77-79 must come to light in the hearts of His
people.

To give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their
sins, through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring
from on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. (Luke
1:77-79)

The face of Messiah will shine through His people on those who are
lost — separated from Yahweh.'* Our Father still has a wonderful
purpose that only redeemed man can accomplish.’™ Our Father’s
redemption can only come to those who will totally entrust their lives
to Him.

ur Master Yahshua made it very clear that only those who are

now, in this present age, doing the Father’s will are able to

enter the kingdom of God.’® Many will try to enter but will
not be able, because they are not now doing the purpose our Father
has for their life. Yahshua cannot have anyone in His kingdom who
does not do what he was created to do."” There is only one way
anyone can know what our Father’s will is, and there is only one way
to accomplish His will after one comes to know it.’8

12 Jeremiah 30:20; Mark 9:12; Acts 2:44;4:32 '3 Luke 1:74; Hebrews 10:12-13

4 |saiah 42:6-7;49:6-7 'S Romans 8:28;Isaiah 10:20 '¢ Matthew 7:21; Luke 13:24;
1John 2:17 171 John 2:17; Ephesians 2:10 '8 Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:5; John
17:25; Matthew 7:12-14; John 8:31,32,36,51; Ephesians 2:10; 4:12; Isaiah 53:10-11
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THE PURPOSE OF CREATION

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and mul-
tiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28)

In creation, our Father did what was necessary to bring forth man,
in order to initiate and establish His ultimate purpose. Redemption
means to restore or recover what was lost in the fall of man from his
created purpose. So, redemption is carried out for the purpose of cre-
ation, God’s determined will from the beginning.

Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose
very clear to the heirs of what was promised, He confirmed it with an
oath. (Hebrews 6:17)

If there were no purpose for creation there would be no need for
redemption. Redemption is what restores or recovers what our Father
sought to obtain through creation. There is something very special
that our Father did not yet obtain through creation.

Without redemption, man, His highest creature, could never be
subject to Him in order to do what he was created to do. Man could
not be restored to sonship under his Creator apart from redemption
(joined by blood, then Spirit).™®

Those who are redeemed were chosen for the purpose for which
they were created.?’ Redeemed men need to offer themselves to their
Creator for that purpose. All redeemed men have the same glory that
Yahshua received from His Father, in order that they could be one as
the Father and the Son are one.?’ Together they establish and build
up the Twelve Tribes of Israel.22 This is how one knows that he is
redeemed by the blood of Messiah — that he is kindred, one,
together, connected?? because he is doing what he was created to do.

191 Corinthians 6:17 20 Genesis 18:19 2! John 17:20-23; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Malachi
1:11 22lsaiah 49:6 23 Hebrews 2:10-13,14-18
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THE WITNESS OF THE KINGDOM

I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me,
and | in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me | have given
them, that they may be one just as We are one: | in them, and You in
Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me. (John 17:20-23)

Yahshua's prayer tells us how redeemed men must be if they are to
bring about the restoration of all things in this present age, in order to
usher in the future age.?*

here is something the world does not know that they must

know before the next age can begin. They must come to

know, by revelation in their hearts, that our Father really did
send His Son Yahshua as a ransom, and that He loves them as He loves
His own Son. This will be revealed by the light of the world, the
witness of the Kingdom of God.2> What is the witness of the coming
kingdom? The witness is the present demonstration of a holy people
engaged in doing His will, reflecting His glory.

Our Father will obtain His purpose only after man does His will on
earth in this age. His will will be done on earth?¢ as it is in heaven only
after the unity of believers is expressed as a tangible body, syner-
gistically working together to accomplish all of that He has spoken,
bringing glory and honor to Him.?’

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one
soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was
his own, but they had all things in common. (Acts 4:32)

Acts 4:32-36 is the expression of that unity and the key to how the
Scriptures can be understood and obeyed. This was the life that
Yahshua'’s disciples experienced for a short time after His resurrection.

24 Matthew 21:43; 28:20; Isaiah 49:6; Matthew 24:14; Hebrews 10:13; Revelation
20:1-2 25 Matthew 24:14 26 Matthew 6:9-11 27 Ephesians 4:11-16
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When the first-century church began, all of the redeemed were
devoted to fellowship.28 The word translated “fellowship” is koinonia.
This means that everyone was included and fully active in joint
participation, joint communication, distribution, and contribution to
the social life and needs of the community. All they had and all they
were was shared in common to meet the pressing needs of their
brothers and sisters.

In baptism, they “died with Him,” meaning they covenanted them-
selves to no longer live for themselves, but only for Him and His cause.
This bound them in the New Covenant to Him.?° His word called for
their loyalty and devotion to Him so that He could reveal Himself to
those who obeyed His commandments.3°

Sadly, too many of them went on without really gaining this under-
standing. As time went on they gradually drifted from their sincere
and pure devotion .3

For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for | betrothed you to
one husband, so that to Christ | might present you as a pure virgin. But |
am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to
Christ. For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have
not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not
received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear
this beautifully. (2 Corinthians 11:2-4)

DON’T GRIEVE THE SPIRIT

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the
prayer of the upright is His delight. The way of the wicked is an abom-
ination to the Lord, But He loves him who follows righteousness. Harsh
discipline is for him who forsakes the way, and he who hates correction
will die. (Proverbs 15:8-10)

28 devoted — directed attention wholly to as a devotee, one who is wholly devot-
ed to; dedicated to with love and affection for by constant attention, earnestness,
eagerness. Acts 2:41-42 — Those who received His word were devoted to what
only disciples can be devoted to.Jn 8:31-32 — Verse 32 depends upon verse 31
— many are not “set free” for the obvious reason described above. 2° Romans 6:3-
11;2 Corinthians 5:14-15 39 John 14:21 31 Hebrews 2:1;2 Corinthians 11:2-4
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Proverbs 15:8-10 was a way in the first-century church that caused
its downfall.32 Many spent most of their time grieving the Spirit in
them,33 if indeed they ever truly received the Spirit.3* We must learn
from what brought the demise of the first-century church if there is
ever to be a restoration that will bring to fruition our Father’s purpose
in this age.

The New Covenant is made up of only those who are thankful to be
saved and are able to receive grace and glory upon them always. The
New Covenant was inaugurated to establish the new Commonwealth
of Israel. This holy nation consists of those who have received the Holy
Spirit in their hearts, and when they are not abiding in this covenant,
the Spirit is either quenched or grieved in them.

Most assuredly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see
death. (John 8:51)

Those who are not quenching or grieving the Spirit in them will not
see death, as they are pleasing in His sight, walking in the works that
were foreordained for them to do. If, on the other hand, one is not
walking in these works, you can know he is not abiding in Messiah,
since he is not producing “much fruit.”3¢ He is not devoted to the
koinonia (fellowship) of Messiah's body life on earth in the community
he lives in, or to the apostles’ teachings, or to the breaking of bread, or
to“the prayers.”3”

If one is not doing these things he cannot say that he is obeying
the Son of God and doing what is pleasing to Him. And if by not obey-
ing Him he is not grieving the Spirit, then he does not belong to Him
at all, nor does he have eternal life, and the wrath of God still abides
on him because of his sins which are not forgiven.38 This is revealed in
his lack of power to obey Him.3°

THE FOUR BASIC REQUIREMENTS

They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)

To be devoted to these four things in Acts 2:42, not breaking them,
one must be filled with the Spirit. It’s the only way.The covenant is the

32 Proverbs 21:29; Daniel 12:10 33 Ephesians 4:30 34 Romans 8:7-9 3° Ephesians 2:12
36 Ephesians 2:10;4:15;John 15:5-8 37 Acts 2:42 38 John 3:36 3°Romans 8:7,9
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whole New Covenant Scriptures, commonly known as the New Test-
ament.To disobey any part of it is not keeping it,and breaks all of it.4°

These are the four basic requirements that those who are baptized
into the New Covenant*' are absolutely devoted to:

+ The apostles’ teachings — the bread of life for spiritual life; the
commandments and traditions, which lay the foundation and
pattern of the life of New Covenant Israel.

+ The koinonia — the whole social life and every aspect in the
Community; joint participation, contribution and distribution of
all for the sake of all.

* The breaking of bread — giving proper thanks and preparation
for it; entering into the high point of the fellowship of the
community in a worthy manner, having all sins confessed, and
properly discerning the Body of Messiah.

+ The prayers — individual prayers plus the prayers lifted up at the
daily morning and evening gatherings.

o be devoted to this extent means that these four endeavors

I consume their whole being. Everyone must be devoted to the
greatest extent of his being. Only in this way can one be doing

what is pleasing to his Savior who bought him.The elders are devoted
to the teachings and are teaching the Community continually. The
prophets are speaking from their devotion to the apostles’ teachings.

The evangelists are proclaiming the Gospel and passing on their skill
and revelation of the Gospels.

The prophets are prophesying for the whole good of the Commu-
nity, for its up-building, encouragement, and consolation. The elders
are the shepherds who care for and feed the flock (as Yahshua told
Peter,”Feed My sheep”).#? This is the only way the Way can be, where
all the gifts are functioning by the faith and grace of the Holy Spirit,
building the Body of Messiah in love.*3

40 James 2:10 4! 2 Corinthians 3:3,6,8 421 Timothy 5:17; 1 Thessalonians
5:12,13,16-20 3 Ephesians 4:11-16
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BUILDING ON THE FOUNDATION

Restoration brings us back to Acts 2:42. This is the foundation.**
Everyone will be judged by how he builds upon this foundation.*> We
are either for or against Him, building up or tearing down — building
up by our zeal for His house or tearing down by our indifference. As
builders,*® we build upon the foundation of Acts 2:42, just as they be-
gan to do in the first-century church. The first things that are men-
tioned are the necessities of the New Covenant priesthood,*” which
replaced the Old Covenant priesthood and fulfills Exodus 19:5-6.48

“Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the
earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.
(Exodus 19:5-6)

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9)

It seems that all the believers in the beginning of the first-century
church were building upon this one foundation with precious stones,
gold, and silver, since abundant grace was upon them all.*® Only by
the strength that our Father supplies can one build upon this Acts
2:42 foundation. Acts 2:42 speaks of a worthy standard which we can
keep only by the strength or grace He richly provides.>° To build upon
this one foundation requires a continual outpouring of His Spirit and
grace upon the community.

Yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in
order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond
reproach, if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and
steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you
have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, was made a minister. (Colossians 1:22-23)

Therefore, | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but

441 Corinthians 3:10 451 Corinthians 3:9-17 40 |saiah 49:17; Matthew 12:30
47 1 Peter 2:9 481 Peter 2:9-10 49 Acts 4:33;26:6-7 59 Colossians 1:9-14
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be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:1-2)

The daily sacrifice of our lives to Him at the morning and evening
gatherings, where we receive the outpouring of the Spirit, is the proper
building upon the proper foundation. As we hear His voice through ev-
ery member of the Body in the gatherings, our souls are being redeem-
ed.>" Not only are we washed by His word,>2 but He is equipping us to
walk in the works that we were created to walk in, by faith.53 By hearing
faith and responding with all of our hearts and devoting our lives, our
minds are being renewed day by day to understand the good and
acceptable and perfect will of our Father.>*

For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Yahshua the Messiah. Now if any man builds on the found-
ation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s
work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be
revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s
work. (1 Corinthians 3:11-13)

We are either building with one material or the other — either with
the precious materials, which represent the spiritual (His grace and
faith), or with common materials, which represents the natural (our
own strength), which can never build our Father’s kingdom. Surely we
do not have to wait for Judgment Day to see what kind of materials
we are building with.

As gold is tested by fire, it is necessary in order to fulfill all right-
eousness that the Community in the last days will be tested to the
core, just as Israel and the first-century church were tested. The fire
and floods of affliction and persecution will test the quality of each
man’s work. It will be evident who has built on the Rock and who has
not.>¢

DEPARTING FROM THE SOLID FOUNDATION BRINGS RUIN

Consider Yahshua's warnings to the falling-away first-century
church:

51 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Romans 12:2 52Titus 3:5 53 Ephesians 2:10;4:11-15;Titus
3:8 >4Romans 12:1-2 3> Matthew 10:17-23;24:3-44 56 Matthew 7:24-27
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To the Church in Ephesus:

But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore,
remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you
did at first; or else | am coming to you and will remove your lampstand
out of its place, unless you repent. (Revelation 2:4-5)

To the Church in Pergamum:

So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the
Nicolaitans [clergy/laity system]. Therefore, repent; or else | am coming to
you quickly, and | will make war against them with the sword of My
mouth. (Revelation 2:15-16)

To the Church in Sardis:

To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of
God and the seven stars, says this: “I know your deeds, that you have a
name that you are alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen the
things that remain, which were about to die; for | have not found your
deeds completed in the sight of My God. So remember what you have re-
ceived and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore, if you do not wake
up, | will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour | will come
to you.” (Revelation 3:2-3)

To the Church in Laodicea:

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; | wish that you
were cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. Because you say, “l am rich, and
have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not
know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and
naked, | advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you
may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe your-
self, that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye
salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. (Revelation 3:15-18)

These letters to the first-century communities revealed that even
though they had a reputation of being alive, they were dead. This
meant that they had lost their connection to Him and were continu-
ing on as natural men with only an outward form, but no inward
reality of His presence.They had a form of godliness without the pow-
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er to continue in their love and devotion to Him and one another.’
Most had stained their garments because they were not devoted to
the very basis of their priestly requirements.”® If they had been de-
voted to this foundation of Acts 2:42, then true praise would have
ascended.?® But in reality there were only a few among them who
were still devoted to these foundational requirements of disciple-
ship.50

s the church developed in the second and third centuries,

Roman Catholicism came into preeminence. Yahshua had

long since lost His preeminence as they no longer considered
Him worthy of their devotion. Acts 2:42,44 and 4:32 place that devo-
tion clearly in the context of a life together, and Acts 2:42 is the only
foundation one can build on. All else is false religion, if Acts 2:42 is not
the foundation of one’s life, nor is there any other context to truly care
for the “widow” and the “orphan,” as James 1:26-27 says, or to make
Psalm 68:5-6 a reality.

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but de-
ceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure
and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit [which means to
care for] orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world. (James 1:26-27)

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God in His holy
habitation. God makes a home for the lonely; He leads out the
prisoners into prosperity, only the rebellious dwell in a parched land.
(Psalm 68:5-6)

These verses are not speaking of visiting orphanages or the shut-
ins. The word translated visit in James 1:27, actually means to care for
or look after.The life of Acts 2:44 and 4:32 is the only way that widows
and orphans will be truly cared for — in homes as part of a family. The
only way the Body of Messiah can be is the way it was when it was the
Way.6!

572 Timothy 3:5 28 Hebrews 13:15;Psalm 116:12-19, which is Acts 2:42 5° Mala-
chi 1:11; Acts 26:7 60 Revelation 3:4; Mark 8:35,38; 10:28-30; Luke 14:26-33
61 Acts 9:2;19:9,23;24:14,22
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Being devoted to these things is to have regard for your Savior Yah-
shua — the opposite of Eli's sons®2 who did not have regard for Yah-
weh. To have regard for the Salvation of Yahweh (Yahshua) is to have
regard for Acts 2:42, especially the “fellowship” — what causes
fellowship within the Community to grow or decrease. Each person’s
work will disclose his true regard for our Father. To build with “hay,
wood, or straw” does not say much about one’s regard for Him. Eli’s
sons did not know Yahweh as Paul regarded knowing Him. To know
Him means to have affection for Him.63

..that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death (Philippians
3:10)

Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the LORD (1
Samuel 2:12)

It is clear that they did not know Him because they did not have
regard for Him. Of course, they knew of Him.They were aware that His
Spirit was in the Holy of Holies, and all that they were doing was to
serve Him in His people. But they did not consider Him worth know-
ing or regard Him as their Sovereign.They were not fearful or diligent
to do the work ordained for them to do.5* They did not desire the
presence of Yahweh,%> nor did they try to discover His holiness, nor
comprehend His worthiness or acknowledge His glory. Eli’'s sons were
worthless because they did not understand the worth of their God. So
they had no reverence or fear of Him. They served Israel in an
unworthy manner.%6

A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS

If the “church” is a holy nation, a royal priesthood, then Acts 2:42 is
absolutely essential, for it is the absolute expression of absolute devo-
tion to their worthy Savior, on whose behalf they were mediating to
the fallen world, as a light to the nations.®’” No longer was it only one
of the tribes of Israel mediating on behalf of the fallen nation of Is-
rael,%8 but now it was a whole twelve-tribed nation mediating to the
whole fallen world on behalf of Messiah, who died for the whole

621 Samuel 2:12 6 1 Corinthians 16:22 64 Ephesians 2:10 65 1 Corinthians
11:27-29 66 Colossians 1:10; 1 Samuel 2:25,30 97 Isaiah 49:6 98 Exodus 32:26
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world. He died, went into death, and rose again in order to redeem
mankind to fulfill the same purpose for which our Father had created
them.

He says, “It is too small a thing that you should be My servant to raise
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; | will
also make you a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to
the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6)

Isaiah 49:6 says that this holy nation is the light to show the world
the love our Father has for them.®® Our Father will not be satisfied
until He has a representative people who express His glory on earth.”°
No one can be saved unless our Father’s glory is revealed to him.

So he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because
of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that
which they had not heard they shall contemplate. (Isaiah 52:15)

The word is not sprinkle, but startle with amazement at the aston-
ishing result of the suffering of His soul.

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he
shall prolong their days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in their
hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his
knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be ac-
counted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:10-11)

His offspring is a people whose lives are prolonged to carry out His
will on earth, revealing His glory. It is His redeemed people who are
zealous for their good works, which carry out His will on the earth.”!

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” It was
given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (Revelation 19:7-8)

And after “His bride has made herself ready” He finally has a suit-
able helper for all eternity to do His will. Together they will rule over
all galaxies forever and ever, to all generations of His very own image
and likeness.”2 Man will finally be restored to Genesis 1:27.

69 John 17:23 70 Matthew 5:14-16 7'Titus 2:14 72 Revelation 5:9-10; Psalm 8;
Psalm 102:25-28; Revelation 21:1-3, Ephesians 3:21
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God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. (Genesis 1:27)

EQUIPPING THE SAINTS

Where can we find the elder or teacher who will show the people
under his care just exactly what koinonia (fellowship) is in Acts 2:42?
He will make sure all are receiving the abundant grace upon them to
do their part.”> And if anyone is not doing his part, that shepherd will
see to it that he receives adequate grace to do it.”# Therefore he is to
be able to do exactly what Paul commanded Timothy to do in 2
Timothy 4:2.

2..preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires. (2 Timothy 4:2-3)

If verse 2 is not happening, then verse 3 will come in as it did in the
first-century church, which now has developed into what we have all
witnessed in Christianity. Who can endure to be devoted to shepherd-
ing and teaching, or to the koinonia? Who can be devoted to the
breaking of bread or to prayer? Only those who are in communion
with the Holy Spirit can and will be devoted.

Acts 2:42 reveals the essential, inseparable qualities of the devoted
ones.They were the very original qualities of community life — first in
order and importance and development, and rank — fundamental to
all communities.”

Adherence to Acts 2:42 was the primary cause of the success or
failure of community life. The lack of it eventually produced Christian-
ity — the fallen church.The blood or guilt is upon everyone who takes
away from this devotion to our Master — a curse upon every leader
who is not a watchman.”® Without watchmen the people will be led
astray and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside
to myths.”” The Gospel and the apostles’ teachings become legendary,
and do as much good as “Alice in Wonderland” to lead a person to the
Kingdom of God, as it is in Christianity today.

73 Acts 4:33;Ephesians 4:11-16 74 Hebrew 12:15 7> Jeremiah 31:1 76 Hebrews
13:17 77 2Timothy 4:4
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FOUNDATION

The first-century church was built upon the foundation of Mes-
siah.”8 This is why after the first disciples were baptized they devoted
themselves to these four essential things, which constitute the found-
ation. In other words, the first-century church was founded upon Acts
2:42.This encompassed all that Yahshua had commanded His apostles
to teach new disciples.” Surely Peter and the rest of the apostles were
not disobedient to His words, so evidently the “many other words” of
Acts 2:40 were the words that they were commanded to preach to
new disciples,“Teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you.”80

IMMANUEL

“And she will bring forth a son, and you shall call His name Yahshua,
for He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
(Matthew 1:21-23)

“You shall call His name Yahshua” (Yahweh's salvation), the angel
said,“because He will save His people from their sins.” This is the name
above every name,8! and there is no other name by which we must be
saved.82 And this was the name those who responded to Peter’s
message at Pentecost were baptized into. So after the baptism that
began the work of salvation in their lives, Yahweh was with them all.83
All those who call upon Yahshua’s name must be under His authority,
obeying His commands — the very ones the apostles teach them in
fulfillment of the Great Commission.

So they were founded upon Acts 2:42. This is the foundation and
pattern of the church, which can be no other way and still be the
church that Yahweh is with. Acts 2:38 told them that Yahweh would be
with them through His Holy Spirit as long as they kept the covenant
with Him.The Holy Spirit is with apostles who lay the spiritual found-
ation in the hearts of the disciples, teaching them to obey all that He

78 1 Corinthians 3:10-11; Ephesians 2:20; Matthew 28:19-20 79 Matthew 28:19-20;
Acts 2:40-41 8 Matthew 28:20 8! Ephesians 1:21; Philippians 2:9 82 Acts 4:12
83 Acts 4:33
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commanded, and leading them to abide in true fellowship and uni-
ty.84 The apostolic teaching that they were to be devoted to included
all that Yahshua taught®> — the very foundation all apostles (wise
master builders) are to lay:

According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master
builder | have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let
each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Yahshua the Messiah. (1
Corinthians 3:10-11)

ahshua, the Messiah, is the foundation of the church, the true

and only basis of our salvation. He is the chief cornerstone.

The apostles are the trustees and publishers of His gospel and
are referred to as the foundation upon which disciples are built® —
the true church.&’

Nevertheless, the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal:“The
Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the
name of Christ depart from iniquity.” (2 Timothy 2:19)

The church is Yahweh's solid foundation, sealed with this inscrip-
tion. The security of the church rests on those Yahweh knows are His,
or whom Yahweh knows — those with whom He is intimately
acquainted. Those who merely profess His name are not His. He does
not know them. But those who can confess His name show it by turn-
ing away from wickedness and iniquity. They are sealed, owned, and
protected by Him (sealed denotes ownership).

DEPART FROM INIQUITY

So His seal is 2 Timothy 2:19 — “Let everyone who names the name
of Messiah depart from iniquity.” Iniquities are the inherited bent
ways in us, which are inclined towards selfishness and evil. In those
who belong to Him there is no falsehood® — deceit that causes law-
lessness — which is the opposite of being devoted to Acts 2:42. If ev-

84 Matthew 28:20; Romans 1:5;John 17:20-23 & Matthew 28:20; 2 Corinthians

13:10; 1 Corinthians 14:37-38; 1 Thessalonians 4:2; 2 Corinthians 10:8; Ephesians
2:20 86 Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 21:14,19; Romans 15:20 8 2 Timothy 2:19;

1 Timothy 3:15 88 John 7:18
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eryone were devoted to these things there would be no lawlessness,
for lawlessness is anything we do apart from Him, which is sin.

This iniquity® in us that causes lawlessness is that crooked way in
us that is bent towards evil influences, which are always crouching at
our door.?2 All of us have been raised in the world in our own way, and
the crooked ways which have come down to us through the gen-
erations have been cultivated in us from our earliest days. We must die
to these crooked ways in us.’ These crooked ways in all of us who
were saved out of the world are what has made the world a crooked
place to live.

UNDOING THE WORKS OF THE EVIL ONE

The Good News is the message of man’s salvation, and salvation is
being redeemed to fulfill the purpose for which you were created. Our
Father appointed man, whom He created, to rule and restore the
earth.Yahweh'’s purpose for creation is that man should rule even over
His archenemy, an invisible spirit-being who is manifested in the fallen
world. The highest expression of this fallenness is that Yahweh’s high-
est creature is ignorant and held in ignorance of the purpose for
which he was created. And the second highest expression of it is that
fallen mankind would unwittingly glorify the arch-enemy spirit-being,
who is known as the Adversary — Satan, in the Hebrew language.®?

he whole world has heard of the birth of “Baby Jesus” in
Bethlehem, and songs are sung about Him, but no one is
doing anything about the reason He was born.%3

Because our Father, in the beginning of creation, appointed man to
rule and restore the earth, and because He willed that the creature
man, should destroy the creature Satan, there was an eventful birth in
Bethlehem.That is why the “Lord Jesus,” as the world knows Him, was
born — in order to fulfill the purpose for which man was created in
the beginning. He came as a true man, an unfallen man. All other men
were fallen and beyond hope of recovery. So redemption fulfilled the
purpose that was not accomplished in creation. Redemption has been
accomplished for the sake of creation.®*

89 Psalm 130:8,3,4; 119:133; Exodus 20:5 9% Genesis 4:7 91 Titus 2:14; Galatians
5:24 921 John 5:19 % John 1:12 94 Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8; Hebrews 2
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THE NEwW CORPORATE MAN

Our Father’s original purpose was that man should rule first over
the earth and then over all the works of His hands.The whole universe
was the ultimate goal of His purpose for creation of all things when it
is made habitable.®> Then man failed. But as Psalm 8 says, all things did
not come to an end because of the first man’s fall. What our Father did
not obtain in the first man, Adam, He will obtain in the second man,
the corporate man, Messiah.

Messiah is a corporate® man, made up of all who have heard and re-
ceived the good news of redemption. The Good News proclaims for-
giveness to man, the fallen seed of Adam.”” The guilty seed of Adam
needed forgiveness, for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God, short of their purpose in creation. Glory is the worthiness to “rule
with Yahweh,” which is what Israel means. Man not only sinned and fell,
not accomplishing our Father’s original purpose, but he also became
the spiritual offspring/seed of Satan, coming under his power, as all who
are born into the world are today.®

UNDER THE SWAY OF SATAN

We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the
power of the evil one. (1 John 5:19)

The union between Adam and Satan in Adam’s sin was deliberate,
for Adam chose to disobey our Father’'s command. Eve was deceived.
Man not only failed to rule, but he himself was brought into sub-
jection to the evil one, which means that man has no other choice ex-
cept to be under Satan’s sway.?® This is why the second man has come.
Just as Bing Crosby sang in his Christmas song, “God rest you merry
gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; remember Christ our Savior was born
on Christmas day, to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone
astray; O, tidings of comfort and joy...” TIDINGS — Good News!

To rule is to govern with supreme authority and command.’® Man
not only failed to rule the earth and restore it, but he himself was

95 Psalm 102:25,26; Revelation 21:2-3 9 Corporate — United in a body, or com-
munity, as a number of individuals, who are empowered to transact business as
an individual; formed into a body; as a corporate assembly, or society; a corporate
town. %7 Romans 3:23;6:23;James 4:17 928 Galatians 1:4; Colossians 1:13; 1 John
5:19; 1 Peter 2:10 %° Genesis 2:17 190 Revelation 2:26; Proverbs 17:2
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captured by Satan’s power, which is evident in the iniquity’ and
inclination in man to sin and do evil. Sin is doing what you know is
wrong, because all men have the knowledge of good and evil, upon
which the judgment of the nations (those outside of Messiah) will be
based.192

Man was no longer able to exercise dominion over Satan. You
cannot deal with one whose power you are under without a liberator
who is outside of his power.This was the very reason and purpose for
our Master Yahshua's birth."% Yahshua’s name (which means
“Yahweh's salvation”) describes His work. Adam was the first man.
Messiah Yahshua is the second man and last Adam. There will be no
other after the last Adam. He accomplished all that the first man
Adam failed to accomplish, and delivered the first man and his seed
from the power of the evil prince of the world by the unity of those
who are redeemed in Messiah.'04

hen He said on the cross,”It is finished,” that is what He

meant. The first man did not accomplish Yahweh'’s pur-

pose, because he disobeyed'® and fell into the hands of
Yahweh's archenemy. Man could no longer destroy Yahweh’s enemy
because he was imprisoned, and Satan had the key.”Man is shut up
under disobedience.” Man not only failed to rule the earth and rule
over Satan, but he himself was now ruled over by Satan. But to dis-
obey Satan is to destroy him. When anyone disobeys evil and does
good, Satan is conquered.’ Only by knowing the true Man, the true
One who disobeyed Satan, can we disobey Satan. Not one time did
our Master Yahshua disobey God and obey Satan, even unto death.

Since man fell into Satan’s hands, did this mean that our Father
could never achieve His eternal purpose? That He could never ac-
complish what He created man for? Did it mean that Yahweh could
never restore the earth? No! Because He gave His only begotten Son
to be the sacrifice for our sin. Our Father never lost sight of His
purpose for creating man.

101 Psalm 119:133 102 Romans 2:15-16; Ecclesiasticus 12:14; Revelation 22:11;20:12
103 Luke 1:31-33; Matthew 1:21-23 104 Revelation 20:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:15; John
17:21 195 Genesis 2:17; Hebrews 9:27 1% Hebrews 5:8-9; 10:13
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MAN’S REDEMPTION

Redemption is accomplished so that Yahshua could build His Com-
munity, which the “gates of hell would not prevail against,”’%7 but
would now execute the creature, Satan.'® So redemption was carried
out in order to fulfill the purpose of creation.’?

So why was man redeemed? Nietzsche said,”l'd believe in your Re-
deemer if you acted more redeemed.” Was man redeemed just so he
could go to heaven someday after living in the world much like or
worse than the rest of the world around him?'° Did He redeem man
just to save him from “hell” so he could enjoy the blessing of heaven
someday? We must know and come to understand that our Father
wants man to walk in the very same way as His Son.""" He wants him
to succeed — to follow His Son in the exercise of His authority on
earth.112

Our Father wants to accomplish something very wonderful on
earth, but He will not do it by Himself. He wants the redeemed man to
do it, and when they have done it then our Father will have attained
His purpose in this age on earth.'3 This must happen in order to open
the way for our Father’s eternal purpose to be fulfilled. Messiah desires
men who will do His Father’s will on the earth,'* so that in the
coming ages He may rule over the universe through man.

Remember, our Father did not change His purpose because of
man’s fall. His purpose was to get a people,'’> which He called “My
edah.” Edah is a Hebrew word which means community, beehive, or
witness.'"6 It is really a better word than church. He also calls us His
elect,’” the Commonwealth of Israel,’'8 the light of the world,'"® His
holy nation,'2? twelve-tribed Israel — for a purpose.’?’

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching

107 Matthew 16:18 108 Genesis 3:15; John 17:23; Revelation 20:5,10; Matthew 1:21;
Luke 1:33; Acts 2:30,33; Ephesians 1:20-21 1% Romans 8:29,17,18,37-39 119 Rom-
ans 9:29; Revelation 18:2; 1 Peter 2:9 "7 1 John 2:6; Revelation 3:21 "2 Matthew
28:18-20 '3 Ephesians 1:20-21; Hebrews 10:13; Acts 3:21; Matthew 24:14; 28:20;
John 17:22-23 "4 Matthew 7:21 "5 Matthew 28:20; Revelation 5:9; Galatians 3:28
116 Jeremiah 30:20 NIV; Matthew 16:18 7 Matthew 24:24 "8 Ephesians 2:12

119 Matthew 5:14 120 1 Peter 2:9 121 |saiah 49:6; Matthew 24:14; John 17:21-23;
Luke 14:33; Acts 4:32
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them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen. (Matthew 28:19-20)

The disciples of New Covenant Israel will be saved out of all nations
to be a holy nation, that His salvation could reach the ends of the
earth.This is what our Father is after'22 — a new man who will be like
His Son. Since He is the representative man, the first fruits, then what
He is like, the rest of those who are redeemed will also be like — and
they will enter into glory with Him.123

Redemption carries great weight when we know the reason, the
eternal purpose, plan, and the ultimate goal for which we were re-
deemed.

It is because of His life within us that we, as His edah, can be trusted.
Let us be worthy of that trust, and do what the first-century edah did
not do. We who are of the seed of the overcomers of the first com-
munity, Jews and Gentiles alike,’?* have been entrusted with His will.
Today the man, Yahshua, is sitting on the throne of David.’>> One day
there will be one new corporate man, made up of many men, with our
Master Yahshua on His throne,'26 for this is our Father’s purpose.'?’

REDEMPTION — THE SIGNS
The ways we know that we are His people are many:

+ John 17:21

+ Luke 14:33

* Acts 4:32

+ 1John 3:14-18

+ John 13:34-35;15:12

+ Ephesians 2:12;4:11-16
+ Exodus 20:11;31:13,17

Equally, the way we know that we are not His people are many,’%8
beginning with not being on the foundation of Acts 2:42. But we also
must compare our lives at every level to the Word of God to have an

122 Revelation 17:14 '23 Hebrews 2:11;Psalm 8 24 Romans 9:29,27,28 125 Luke
1:31-33; Acts 2:30,33,36; Ephesians 1:20-21 126 Revelation 3:20-22 '27 Revelation
2:26;12:5 128 Matthew 7:15-20
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objective basis for judging ourselves. For as Paul said,“If we judge
ourselves rightly, we won't be judged.”12°

Matthew 1:21 says that He, the Redeemer, will save His people from
their sins.'30 Sin is all ungodliness and all lawlessness.’3' Only by being
in communion with Him will we be saved from all sin — lawlessness
and ungodliness. This is not just because He redeemed us or justified
us from past sins, but because salvation involves a double work. The
Good News tells us what He did for us and what we must do for
Him'32 in order to be justified by faith.33 The work of salvation is the
work of redeeming us from our sins, guilt, and judgment by pro-
ducing in us the will and the desire to say no to all ungodliness.’3* So
the double work is to redeem'> and to purify.'3¢ Matthew 1:21 says
save.To save is the work of the Savior.To be in fellowship with Him37
is to be safe from sin.

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from
every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14)

ur Father sent His Son to redeem and to purify a people who
are zealous to do the works that set them apart as the light
of the world. These are His very own special people. His
people are not only redeemed by His blood (forgiven), but they are
eager to do the good works that were prepared in advance for them
to do, that they should walk in them. Walk means to spend your life in
doing.To be redeemed and purified'38 is what it means to be saved:to
be forgiven and then come to the knowledge of the truth,'3° reaching
full repentance. If we are not saved from our sins, we do not have a
Savior, and we are not His people.'” He came to save us from our
lawless deeds, but if we continue to engage in lawless deeds, we are
still of the evil one.’#?
1291 Corinthians 11:31 '30Titus 2:11-14 31 1 John 3:4-6 32 Mark 10:29-30
133 Titus 2:14; Ephesians 2:10; James 2:18; Revelation 19:8; Colossians 1:10-13
134 Philippians 2:13 135 Ephesians 2:10 3¢ Revelation 19:7-8 '37 1 John 3:6

138 purified; Daniel 12:10; 1 John 3:3 139 John 6:44-45; Hebrews 10:26 140 2 Peter
3:9; Colossians 1:10; John 8:31-32 4" Matthew 1:21 421 John 3:6-10
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+ If we are not being purified, we are not His people.’*3

+ If we are not doing the good deeds prepared for us to walk in
from the foundation of the world, we are not of His people. (But
we must become zealous for them.)'44

+ If we are not in unity, we are not His people. (But we must be per-
fected in unity.)

+ If we have not given up all of our own possessions as He com-
manded us, we are not His people.’#>

+ If we are not immersed in a community of disciples that continue
to be devoted to the koinonia'® after the pattern of Acts 2:42,44
and 4:32, we are not His people.

+ If we are not laying down our lives for our brothers daily, we are
not His people.’#’

By this all men will know that you are My disciples: if you have love
for one another. We must have love'® and we must love with it. Some
may say,”l have love,” but they do not give it. But if we do not give it,
how will all men know that we are His disciples?'# If we do not give it,
it could mean that we do not have it to give.!3°

hat kind of love must we have in order that all men will

know that we are His disciples, we who bear His name?

What kind of love?'5" It must be the kind of love that the
Master Yahshua had for us. Those who give this kind of love prove
they are His people whom He came to save from their sins. Redeemed
people become more and more like their Redeemer. They belong to
Him.'>2 They are spiritually Abraham’s seed who is Messiah’s Body,
grafted into the covenants of promise.’>3 Not loving your neighbor as
yourself is hating him, and hating our Father.'** But those who love
our Father will also love their neighbor as themselves and will fulfill all
things.1%>

143 Malachi 3:3 %4 Ephesians 2:10;4:16 45 Luke 14:33; Matthew 28:20; Mark
10:28-30 46 Acts 2:42;1 John 3:17 147 1 John 3:16-17; John 13:34-35; Hebrews
3:13;10:24;12:15 '8 Romans 5:5 %9 John 13:34-35 '50 John 15:8;1 John 3:14;
5:13 157 John 13:35; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; 1 John 3:16,17,23,24 '52 Malachi 3:17;
Galatians 5:24; Romans 8:9; Galatians 3:29 153 Ephesians 2:12 541 John 4:20;
3:15-17 155 Matthew 22:37-40
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REDEMPTION OF THE SABBATH — ANOTHER SIGN

Sabbaths are a sign of creation — something to remember.’>¢
Genesis 2 shows us that our Father rested on the seventh day. The
Sabbath day is to be remembered in conjunction with the six days of
creation — the first day through the sixth day. Our Father did not rest
on the sixth day or on the first day. He rested on the seventh day,
because He saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was
good. But when He made man (male and female) in His image, He
said,“very good” and was finally able to rest.’>”

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. God blessed them; and God
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.” God saw all that He had
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:27,28,31)

Our Father instructed His people to remember the seventh day, to
keep it holy. This was for those who would like to change the seventh-
day rest to another day. But the commandment is to keep it holy (set
apart) as a day of rest, which would be the sign of our Father sanct-
ifying a people who do what He says to do.Yahshua said that the Law
will not be changed or set aside or pass away until or unless heaven
and earth pass away — the very thing He made in the six days.>8

We are to remember the Sabbath, because in six days He made
heaven and earth, and He rested from all His labor. His people will
always work six days, the first through the sixth day, and rest on the
same day as He rested. So we must not regard this day of rest lightly,
for it is the shadow of things yet to come.’>®

If the “Eighth Day” were here, then we would not be commanded
by the Law to keep the seventh day, for it would be the eternal Eighth
Day — the “Day” after the Sabbath Age — which will last forever and
ever. Since this day has not yet come, the seventh day of the week is
still a sign to be observed in the New Testament days, according to
Colossians 2:16-17.

156 Exodus 20:8 '>7 Genesis 1:31 158 Matthew 5:17-19 159 Matthew 5:18;
Colossians 2:17
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Sixth Day Seventh Day Eighth Day

We live in the The light hitting The Light of
shadow of things ~the Sabbath Age casts - the New Heavens
to come. the shadow. and the New Earth

The Present Age The Sabbath Age The Eternal Age
(Millennium)

So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a
new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the
Body of Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17)

The light is shining from the Eighth Day, and the millennial Sabbath
casts its shadow on us in this age. The shadow does not pass away
until the fulfilment comes — the Seventh Day. The shadow will
continue until there is nothing (or no age left) to make the shadow.
There remains a Sabbath-keeping for the people of Yahweh (His
people).160

Festivals, new moons, Sabbaths, Sabbath days — these are a
shadow of things to come, which have not yet arrived. Where does the
light shine from to cause the shadow? The shadow is cast by the
millennial Sabbath age.’®!

The reality of the whole earth keeping the festivals, feast days, new
moons, and Sabbaths in the next age is the object (the unveiled
reality) that casts its shadow in this age.

Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not
come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled. (Matthew 5:17-18)

Not until heaven and earth pass away will the Sabbath day as a sign
also pass away from the Law. Messiah did not come to nullify the Law,
but to fulfill it.'62 People under the Law cannot fulfill it. Only those who
walk by the Spirit and are under grace can, those who love Him with all

160 Hebrews 4:9 161 Hebrews 4:2; Colossians 2:16-17; Matthew 5:18 2 Romans
8:4
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their heart, and love one another as themselves.'®3 Only after the new
man is fully developed will the Sabbath pass away with heaven and
earth.'% Then creation will continue in the new heavens and new earth,
filling the infinite universe in the eternal day.

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And | saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made
ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice
from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men,
and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer
be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
(Revelation 21:1-4)

Only when the twelve tribes are raised up as a light to the nations,
and the Sabbath is a sign, will the Seventh Day rest be ushered in. In
the next age, the millennial age, the Sabbath will continue to be ob-
served. It will no longer be just a shadow, for then it will come in its
fullness.The rest and peace of Yahweh will fill the earth.

So“let no man judge you.” Let no man judge the people of Yahweh
(His people) who understand these things by revelation. The evil
prince of the world, who motivated those who presumed to change
the Sabbath to Sunday, will do all he can to keep the Kingdom from
coming. So let no one outside of the Community teach you or judge
you.'®> Our teacher and judge is the Body of Messiah.1%®

WHAT CAUSED OUR CREATOR TO REST?

So if we desire to know our Father’s will, His plan, His good pleasure,
and His purpose, we have to find out what caused Him to rest. If we
see that our Creator rested in a certain thing, then we know that He
obtained something He was originally after. We must not regard this
day of rest lightly, since it is also written and commanded in the Ten
Commandments.’®” He did not rest the first six days, because He did
not get what He desired, and was not satisfied until He did. So His

163 Romans 6:14; Galatians 5:16,18; Matthew 22:37-40 164 Hebrews 4 651 John
2:27-28 1% Colossians 2:16-17 '¢7 Exodus 20:8-11
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resting on this day says that He accomplished His heart’s desire. He
delighted in what He had done.

The word rested is a declaration that our Father was satisfied. It says
that His purpose in those six days of labor was accomplished, and His
good pleasure in what caused Him to rest satisfied Him. His work was
perfected to such an extent that it could not have possibly been
better. Our Father was after something; He was seeking something in
creation to fulfill His purpose, and He attained to it, so He rested. This
is why we are to remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, set apart,
because it tells us why He rested — that after six days He rested,
because He got what He was after, and this would be the sign of Him
sanctifying His people, who have His heart.168

What is it, then, that brought rest to our Father? What gave Him
such satisfaction? During the six days of creation there was light, air,
grass, herbs, and trees. There was sun, moon, stars; there were fish,
birds, cattle, creeping things, and beasts. But in all these things our
Father did not rest. Finally He made man, male and female, and then
He rested from all His works.

All creation before man was preparatory. All of our Father's ex-
pectations were focused upon man, and when He had man (male and
female) to propagate mankind upon the face of the earth, “to be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,” He could
advance His plan and purpose to all creation, all the works of His
hands — the infinite universe. But first Satan had to be subdued and
his power destroyed.%?

Only after He had man could He rest, for then He had what He
could use to destroy the works of the evil one. He could have
destroyed Satan Himself with a mere thought, but it was necessary to
fulfill all righteousness that it would be a created being (man) that
would overcome Satan, who was also a created being.

Even after the Fall He spoke of redemption for the purpose of
creation:

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he [redeemed man] will crush your head, and you
[Satan] will strike his heel. (Genesis 3:15)

168 Exodus 31:13,17 19 Hebrews 2:5-10, Amplified
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He blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, made it holy (set it
apart from other days), because in it He rested from all His works
which He had created and made.'’ He hallowed the Sabbath day —
made it holy. And man is to keep it holy (keep it that way).

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. For in six days the LORD
made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and
rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day
and made it holy. (Exodus 20:8,11)

Man would be vested with the authority to rule over the earth and
ultimately over the infinite universe.That was our Father’s purpose for
creating man. His rest was based upon man who would rule with His
loving care and good authority.

edeemed man will be our Father’s dwelling place — His
home where He will reside eternally, His Body throughout the
universe. Through them He will rule over the nations of the
eternal age, and wipe away their tears, and heal them of all the deep
wounds and scars of this age of fallen man. The “restored man” of the

nations will see “redeemed man” as Immanuel — “God with us,” for
they will be the manifestation of God'’s Spirit in their midst.

Yahweh made the seventh day a day to remember that He rested
on that day for this purpose: so man would know why He was created,
and never forget it. This would be a sign for all who are called accord-
ing to His purpose.

But as soon as the first-century church lost its vision and purpose,
as soon as they forgot to remember the Sabbath, to keep it holy, as
soon as they forgot the reason our Father rested (because of the pur-
pose for which He had created man), the lampstand was removed,
because love died.The church died when their love died.

Thus says the LORD, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, for My
salvation [Yahshua] is about to come and My righteousness to be
revealed. How blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man
who takes hold of it; who keeps from profaning the sabbath, and keeps
his hand from doing any evil.” (Isaiah 56:1-2)

170 Genesis 1:27,28,31;2:3
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Isaiah 56 speaks of the restoration of all things before He returns.
The Sabbath will be kept holy again. This will be a sign of who His
people are who are being redeemed in preparation for His coming.

In 363 AD, a council at Laodicea removed the sign, changing the
Sabbath to the first day — Sunday, the day of the sun god. The Sab-
bath will again be a sign between our Father and His people in the
restoration of all things at the end of the age.

But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, “Above all you shall keep
My sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your
generations, that you may know that | am the LORD who sanctifies you.
It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from
labor, and was refreshed.” (Exodus 31:13,17)

WHEN 1 CONSIDER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS

Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2 show us that our Father’s purpose and plan
have never changed, even after the Fall. His will and requirement for
man remained the same, without any compromise. His will in Genesis
1 for man to rule over all creation at the time when He made man
(male and female) is the same, even though they fell from their
created purpose. Psalm 8 was written after the Fall. David was still able
to praise; his eyes were still set upon Genesis 1.

Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose
very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an
oath. (Hebrews 6:17)

Our Father does not change. He is the same yesterday, today and
forever.The Holy Spirit did not forget Genesis 1, the Son did not forget
Genesis 1, nor did our Father forget Genesis 1. So He doesn't want us
to forget it either, even though the evil one has made every effort to
convince man that God does not need him and that there is no real
purpose for his existence.

There has been a determined plan in the dark heart of the evil one
to make man completely worthless. Nothing could accomplish this
any better than to lead him to live a life without purpose. But our
Father never created anything worthless, including the evil one who
was once a glorious archangel who led the other angels in worship.
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But he made himself worthless when he lifted up his heart in pride
against our Father.’”!

In Psalm 8, David looked forward to the eternal day when our Fa-
ther’s purpose would be fulfilled.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have
set Your glory above the heavens! (Psalm 8:1)

As in Genesis 1:26, man would make His name excellent, majestic in
all the earth, by accomplishing what He was created for.

From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established
strength because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the
revengeful cease. (Psalm 8:2)

Our Father will use babies and sucklings to subdue the enemy.”Out
of the mouths of babes...” Our Father will use man, the most humble
of them, to praise, to make the enemy and the revengeful cease.The
enemy may do all he can.’”2 It is not necessary that Yahweh Himself
deal directly with the enemy. His created being, man, will be enough.
Our Father will use babes and sucklings. He has established strength
through infants.

Our Father is seeking true worshipers who will worship Him in spirit
and truth, those who have been redeemed to fulfill the purpose for
which they were created. They were baptized (redeemed) as an
appeal for a good conscience. In order to keep the Sabbath holy, they
maintain a good conscience so they can praise. No one but a deceitful
hypocrite will try to praise otherwise. Only those who are able to
praise can deal with the enemy.'73

When | consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and
the stars, which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought
of him, and the son of man that You care for him? Yet You have made
him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and
majesty! You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have
put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of
the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever
passes through the paths of the seas. (Psalm 8:3-8)

71 |saiah 14:12-15 72 Matthew 21:16 73 Hebrews 13:15; 1 Peter 2:9; Psalm
116:12-14,16-19
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“When | consider Your heavens...” David did not say, or add, “But
how terrible that man has fallen and been cast out of the Garden of
Eden! Now Genesis 1:28 can never be attained. Man will now be the
slave of the enemy forever!” The heart of David had no such dis-
couragement. In our Father’s view the earth can and will be redeemed
and restored. The mandate of Genesis 1:28, now in abeyance, will be
carried out once man is redeemed and restored. Man will still be fruit-
ful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it, and rule over all things on
it before the uninhabitable universe is made habitable for man.'74

Then the new heavens and the new earth will come, in which the
corporate Messiah will rule over all the works of His hands, and restor-
ed man will rule locally on the earth and other planets.’”> The kings of
the nations will visit the Holy City with their glory.17¢

But now, if we are able to praise with a good conscience, the feasts
will once more be celebrated with mirth as a shadow or foretaste of
things to come. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, those with
a good conscience, will come forth mirth. Our Father can never accept
pretended worship from those who have not devoted their lives to
Him.

I will also put an end to all her gaiety, her feasts, her new moons, her
sabbaths and all her festal assemblies. (Hosea 2:11)

For old Israel, gaiety, song, and dance came to an end because of
their unfaithfulness to our Father.

There has never been singing and dancing on earth as it is going to
be when we can be like children in heart and soul. Mirth can once
again come forth out of our mouths.

Again | will build you and you will be rebuilt, O virgin of Israel! Again
you will take up your tambourines, and go forth to the dances of the
merrymakers. (Jeremiah 31:4)

“Hallowed be Your name in all the earth ... Your will and purpose be
done.”’”7 This is why David, in Psalm 8, tells the same old story as in
Genesis 1,ignoring the third chapter in Genesis where man fell. This is
what Psalm 8 is telling us. Our Father’s purpose for man is to rule with

174 Hebrews 1:10; 2:5-8; Psalm 102:25-26 175 Revelation 21:1-3 176 Revelation
21:24 177 Malachi 1:5,11,14; Matthew 6:9-10
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Him (that is what Israel means). The New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 is
his rule, as Yahweh's prince, ruling over all the works of His hands. It is
our Father’s predetermined purpose to redeem and restore man to be
worthy to rule.”"How majestic is Your name in all the earth” — David
goes on praising as though he were not even aware of man’s fall.”8

ahshua is “a Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”179

In His infinite foreknowledge our Father knew that man

would fall and need redemption. He made man knowing He
would have to sacrifice His own precious Son to redeem man and
restore him back to his predetermined purpose.

Even after man sinned and fell, our Father’s will for man is still the
same. He still requires man to overthrow the power of Satan.'® Yah-
weh is unchangeable. His ways are straightforward. He can never be
overthrown. In this world there are those who have received some
hard blows, but there is none like our Father who has been attacked
daily and received continued blasts from the accuser. Yet His will has
never been overthrown. Hallowed be His name. What He was before
man’s fall, so He is after man’s fall, and after sin entered into the world.
His will and purpose are the same now as then.He has never changed.

Genesis 1 speaks of our Father’s will at creation. Psalm 8 speaks of
our Father’s will after man’s fall. Hebrews 2 speaks of our Father’s will
in redemption. We see that the victory of redemption is that He still
desires man to obtain authority and thus deal with Satan.'® “All
things” (the universe) must be subjected to man. Our Father purposed
it from the beginning, but now we do not see it, but we do see Yah-
shua, our Redeemer.'82

How do we know that our Father originally wanted man to rule and
cast out Satan? Because this is what Yahshua did (the representative
man). But He went one step further. He had to die to redeem fallen
man. Our Father intended man to do it at first in his unfallen state, but
now in his redeemed state and position.'®3 We can now do it the same
way He did it — by keeping His word and walking the way He
walked.184

78 Psalm 8:9 179 Revelation 13:8 80 Ephesians 6:10-11 '8! Revelation 12:11;
Ephesians 3:21;4:10; 1:22; Hebrews 10:13 82 Hebrews 2:8-9; Psalm 8 '8 Eph-
esians 2:6

1-888-893-5838 35



And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because
of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even
when faced with death. (Revelation 12:11)

THE MALE CHILD

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him 144,000, having His name and the name of His Father written
on their foreheads. And | heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which |
heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And they
sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures
and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the 144,000
who had been purchased from the earth. These are the ones who have
not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste.
These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have
been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the
Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.
(Revelation 14:1-5)

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; and
she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to give
birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were
seven diadems. And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven
and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman
who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might
devour her child. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to
rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to
God and to His throne. (Revelation 12:1-5)

The “Male Child” is the offspring of New Covenant Israel at the end
of the age.”“By the word of our testimony...” the Male Child learns
from their mother, the Edah, how to overcome.They are trained to the
third and fourth generation by those who love Yahweh and keep His
commandments.'® They are the fruit of the obedience of the fathers
to turn their hearts to their children, commanding them to keep the

84 John 8:51; Revelation 3:21; 1 John 2:6; Hebrews 5:7; Revelation 12:11; Hebrews
10:13 18> Proverbs 22:6; Exodus 20:5-6
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way of Yahweh.'8¢ The sins of the fathers are cut off and not passed
down to their son’s sons. They learn to praise their Father in a time of
torture and depression — the great tribulation at the end of the
age.'8” They wrestle in prayer as our Master did by living out the “Ser-
mon on the Mount” corporately in the Community of the Redeemed.
Because of Yahweh's deep redemptive work in the last generations
they will be the most like Yahshua of any men who have ever lived.

he Male Child: 144,000 of them, 12,000 from each of the

twelve tribes,'88 will be sent out at the very end with the last

words of warning from our Father before our Master’s return,
if by any means a few could respond and escape the wrath of our
Father, which is coming upon the inhabitants of the earth.’® These
144,000 will all be killed by those who hate our Father, just as Yahshua
was killed.’® The Edah will be called to make the same sacrifice our
Father made in sending out their sons for the sake of any who might
respond and find our Father’s mercy in the final hours of this age.

Here you can see the purpose of the Edah, the twelve tribes of
Israel,’® who are learning to rule now so they will be able to rule the
universe. No one on earth understands that the end of the age will
come through child training, but that is the truth of it.

For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and
his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do
righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what
He has spoken to him. (Genesis 18:19)

Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers,
lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.(Malachi 4:5-6)

YAHSHUA’S PURPOSE

In the beginning our Father intended man to exercise authority on
His behalf to cast out the enemy from the earth, so he could be
judged, sentenced, and cast into the Lake of Fire forever and ever.'9?

186 Genesis 18:19; Malachi 4:5-6 187 Matthew 24 '8 Revelation 7:4-8 189 Revela-
tion 14:6-12 190 Revelation 14:13;6:9-11 191 Revelation 21:12 192 Revelation
20:10; Matthew 25:41
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He wanted man to destroy Satan’s power — all of it — but man fell
and did not take his place to rule as the second man did.'?3 Therefore,
Yahshua became the last Adam who came to accomplish our Father’s
word in Genesis 1.7°* Originally Adam (man) was to rule the earth, and
he will still do this — in the second man and last Adam, and in those
whom He is not ashamed to call His brothers.19>

Messiah had two aspects of His humanity:

+ To be for Yahweh a man who would subdue earth, every element
as in Genesis 1:26, and regain it and rule over Satan; and

+ To be to man a Savior who dealt with the problem of sin — He
being the Lamb of God for us, who not only purchased our
forgiveness, but works to redeem His people.’9¢

He would have stood alone without bringing about our Father’s
purpose of having many sons,'” if He had only disobeyed Satan and
kept Himself from sin, but it was necessary for Him to offer Himself as
the sacrifice to redeem or purchase us back. He who was not under
Satan’s power or sin’s power at any time called us to follow Him.'%8 He
opened the way for us to be redeemed to be like Him in all re-
spects.’® He is bringing many sons to glory (to share in His glory,
which makes them one).2 Our Father’s purpose was to get a
corporate body for His Son, a new man, enough sons to rule the
universe through, those who are the very image and likeness of His
Son — a twelve-tribed holy nation.?°' He is the representative man.
What He is like, the rest will be like as well, and they will enter with
Him into glory to rule and reign with Him forevermore over all things.

For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all
of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brothers.
(Hebrews 2:11)

Both Yahshua and those who have become one spirit with Him are
all one,292 therefore, He is not ashamed of us, and we are not ashamed
of Him.2%3 We both, He and we, are the sons of our Father — “Abba,

193 Luke 1:33; Acts 2:20,33; Ephesians 1:20-21 941 Corinthians 15:45 19> Hebrews
2:11 19 Hebrews 2:10 197 John 12:24-26 98 Matthew 16:24-25; Luke 9:23-24;
14:26,27,33; Mark 10:21,28-30, etc. % 1 John 3:1-3 200 Hebrews 2:10;John 17:20-
23 201 Revelation 21:9,12 202 1 Corinthians 6:17 203 Mark 8:35,38; Romans 1:16
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that is, Father.” Abba means “source.” We are our Abba’s many sons
who carry out His will, which will ultimately result in Him bringing us
to glory. Redemption did not change our Father’s purpose. On the
contrary, it fulfilled the purpose that was not accomplished in
creation.

The restored spiritual Israel of twelve tribes at the end of this age204
has two purposes:

+ To be established to glorify our Father beyond the borders of
natural physical Israel by bearing the fruit of His kingdom, to
extol His eternal purpose in this age,2% and

+ To begin the next age of His rule over earth (with many sons), to
re-commission the original mandate to rule over all creation206
so that everything can be fulfilled in the Sabbath age to bring
about the eternal age and the eternal dwelling place of God.20”

He is now reigning,2®® and we are reigning with Him over our
spiritual enemies.2%? So we are here to testify to:

+ The salvation of Messiah,and

+ His victory over self-life, Satan, and Death.

WHAT KIND OF FRUIT ARE YOU BEARING?

..who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good
works. (Titus 2:14)

16 say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. 7For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the
things that you wish. '8But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under
the law. "*Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 2idolatry, sorcery, hatred, conten-
tions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, he-
resies, 2'envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which |
tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in time past, that those who

204 |saiah 49:6 205 Malachi 1:5,11 206 Genesis 1:28 297 Ephesians 3:21;4:10; 1:22;
2:22,etc. 298 Luke 1:33; Acts 2:30,33,36; Ephesians 1:21 20° Ephesians 2:6
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practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
(Galatians 5:16-23)

Redemption takes in Galatians 5:16-17 and Galatians 5:22-23. Impa-
tience, for example, is a product of the Fall. It is the control of another
spirit over our life, leading us away from the way we should be for the
sake of others. Unkindness is also from another spirit, which takes
control of our life to keep us from expressing kindness. Being unlov-
ing, or having a lack of peace and joy, are from other spirits which the
flesh or fallen nature of man is subject to, and which can keep us from
entering the Kingdom of God. But Galatians 5:24 is the remedy from
this evil control.

Now those who belong to Messiah Yahshua have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. (Galatians 5:24)

Just as the deeds of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21 are obvious, so
also is a lack of self-control the obvious fruit of man’s fallen nature.
When one does not keep godly control of his whole man, it is obvious
in many ways.

He came to redeem us from all works of the flesh, lawlessness,
iniquity — to save us from our sins.2'" We are saved from our sins —
the sins of impatience, unkindness, lack of self-control. If we are not
exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit, then we are in sin. It is obvious when
one is not showing, giving, exhibiting love or joy or patience or the
other fruit of the Spirit. Obvious means visible, manifest, plain, clear,
open to sight.

What kind of spirit is working in you? Is a kind spirit at work in you?
A patient spirit? A joyful spirit? What about gentleness?

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is
not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians
13:4-7)

210 Matthew 1:21
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When one is not loving as 1 Corinthians 13, it is obvious. This lack of
love excludes one from the Kingdom of God, because it is not obeying
His word?'" and it is not being a true disciple.2'2 If one is not a disciple,
what is he? Does he have eternal life? Is he being made fit for the
Kingdom of God?

hat kind of spirit is working in you if you are not showing

the fruit of your human spirit in communion with the

Holy Spirit? It is another spirit, and it needs to be cast
out.2’3 What kind of spirit compels one to lack self-control, to be
unkind, impatient, unloving, unpeaceful, without joy, but with strife,
envy, foolishness, etc.?

Kindness is goodness in action, sweetness of disposition, gentle-
ness in dealing with others, benevolence, affability.2’* The word de-
scribes the ability to act for the welfare of those taxing your patience.
The Holy Spirit works in us to produce His very same fruit toward
others, removing the abrasive ways from our character in order to be
just like our Master was and to love as He loved — with kindness.?'>

A BLESSED NATION

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

“See your good works...”2'6 The Greek word translated “see” refers to
a careful observation or watching over a period of time, as they would
not make a snap judgment concerning the good we do, but only a
snap judgment on what appears to be evil and so accuse us of doing
wrong. Although they may slander us as evildoers, yet they may, by
witnessing our good deeds, come to glorify Yahweh in the day of
visitation (inspection or judgment), or any time Yahweh comes in a
special act of judgment or mercy. They may be able to glorify Yahweh
at the day of trial in how they were blessed or cursed by our presence.

“I will make you a great nation.?'” | will bless you. | will make your
name great. You will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you. |
will curse those who curse you. All the people on earth will be blessed

211 John 8:51; Galatians 5:19-21 2'2John 8:31 273 Mark 16:17 2'4 Affable —
friendly, good-natured, easy to talk to. 2'5 John 13:34-35 216 1 Peter 2:12;3:8
217 Galatians 3:8; Genesis 12:2-3;18:18;22:18
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through you.” Yahweh'’s original blessing on all mankind?'® will be
redeemed and fulfilled through Abraham’s seed. The nations will, by
their judgment of Abraham’s seed, be blessed and fulfill the Genesis
1:28 mandate during the millennium and into eternity.2'®

ABRAHAM’S SEED IN MESSIAH

27For all of you who were baptized into Messiah have clothed your-
selves with Messiah. 6There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one
in Messiah Yahshua.?°And if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abra-
ham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 5:27-29)

Redemption is by the blood of Messiah, in order to become that
holy nation, being included in the seed of Abraham?20 — from all na-
tions, peoples, tribes and tongues — reigning on earth as a kingdom
of priests.22! Becoming Abraham’s seed, one must do the works of
Abraham.222 And what were Abraham’s first works?223 To obey His
voice.2?

First, Abraham was called to leave his country, his people and his
father’s household. Then He would make him into a mighty nation
and bless him. But then he had to walk blamelessly before Him and
the nations.??> The Gospel calls out Abraham’s spiritual seed from the
world and into the restored Twelve Tribes of Israel that our Father is
raising up in these last days.

..but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them,
though those of you who have been scattered were in the most remote
part of the heavens, | will gather them from there and will bring them
to the place where | have chosen to cause My name to dwell.
(Nehemiah 1:9)

Those who obey the Gospel are the redeemed remnant that re-
turns.226 The Gospel requires Abraham’s seed to leave nation, family,
friends, and children in order to restore our Father’s original blessing
and mandate to the nations in Genesis 1:28.

218 Genesis 1:28 219 Revelation 21:24 220 Galatians 3:16 22! Revelation 5:9-10;
Exodus 19:5; Revelation 1:6; 1 Peter 2:9 222 John 8:39 223 James 2:20-26 224 as
Judges 11:36,39; Hebrews 11:17-19; Genesis 22:2,3,16-18; Revelation 6:9-11;
Genesis 12:1,4;15:6;17:1-2 2251 Peter 2:12 226 |saiah 10:20; Romans 9:27-29
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he Edah is a special people like Abraham,22’ chosen from the

foundation of the earth, set apart from the nations in order to

restore Yahweh'’s original purpose in creation.We, then, are like
Messiah to the nations. The twelve tribes in Revelation 21:12 are spe-
cially chosen to judge the nations as to who will be blessed or cursed
according their response to the witness of the Body of Messiah.228
Therefore, our behavior must be excellent among the nations.2?

The Twelve Tribes bring the original purpose of creation back into
focus.230 The nations, during the next age (as we, now in this age)
must rule. They must fill the earth and subdue it before going on to
the universe.?3! This will be the ultimate fulfillment of our Father’s
purpose for redemption.

EPILOGUE

If, after reading this, you realize that your life does not bear the fruit
of the Kingdom, as expressed by the Word of God in the Scriptures, then
there is still hope for you to be redeemed. As it is written in 1 John 5:13:

These things | have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you
may believe in the name of the Son of God.

If you realize that you have not believed unto salvation and
redemption, you can still believe and put your trust in Him and find
your place among His holy people in one of the places He has caused
His name to dwell.

227 Genesis 18:19 228 Genesis 12:2-3; Matthew 25:31-46 229 1 Peter 2:12; Matthew
5:45-48 230 Genesis 1:28 23! Hebrews 2:5; Ephesians 3:21;4:10
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LIKE A
BEEHIVE

The word for community in Hebrew is edah,
which also means beehive. This word conveys the way a hive of bees
live and work together with a common identity. Bees have no
concernfor themselves, but only for the hive.
So it is with the communities of God.

ave you ever watched a

beehive? It is fascinat-

ing seeing thousands
of little bees working together to
produce honey. As you go near the
hive, you can hear an exciting buzz as
they go about the many tasks neces-
sary to keep the hive alive. The work-
ers are responsible to collect nectar
and guard the hive. The young bees
keep the hive in good condition, feed
the larvae, and support in other
household chores. There’s never a
dull moment in the busy life of a bee.

This is much like the life that we
have. No matter what we do, we love
to do it together. We gather together
morning and evening to thank our
Father for His salvation, and to hear
Him speak to us through one anoth-
er.This gathering keeps fresh a genu-
ine love for each other and renews
our focus on our purpose. As we
work, we take advantage of the daily
situations, guarding ourselves from
the selfishness and pride that would
come in to separate us and take
away our love.

4

Our children are a vital part of
our life.We not only educate them,
but we work with them to accom-
plish the simple tasks necessary to
maintain a family life. Our life is
vibrant and full of purpose and the
warmth that comes from the sweet
fellowship of friends speaking their
hearts to one another.We celebrate
the Sabbath every week and keep
the festivals given to Israel of old.

But there are a few things that
differ in our life from that of a bee-
hive. One is that we are not driven
by instinct or controlled by some-
thing separate from our own will.
We are all here because we chose
to leave behind our own indepen-
dent lives to increase the life of this
hive. Our life is not closed in like the
hive of a bee, nor do we have
stingers to harm uninvited guests.
We welcome anyone to experience
our life with us.

Please come and see what it is
like to be part of a beehive of
people expressing the warmth and
love of their Creator. %
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THE NAME ABOVE
ALL NAMES

n the days of

John the Baptist

and the Son of
God, the preserved lan-
guage of the devout Jews was
Hebrew. So, when the angel Gabriel
brought the good news to the He-
brew virgin, Miriam (or Mary in
English), that she would give birth
to the Savior of the world, and told
her what His name would be, what
language do you suppose he
spoke? Hebrew, of course! And cer-
tainly Miriam and Yoceph (or Jo-
seph in English) named the child
just as the angel had commanded
them — Yahshua.

In Matthew 1:21, your Bible prob-
ably reads,”...and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.” But the
name Jesus is a modern English ad-
aptation of the Greek name, lesous,
which is itself a corruption of the
original Hebrew name Yahshua. The
name Jesus or lesous has no mean-
ing of its own, but the Hebrew
name Yahshua literally means Yah-

Valunk

weh’s Salvation, which
makes sense out of
what the angel said in
Matthew 1:21, “...you
shall call His name Yahshua [Yah-
weh'’s Salvation], for He shall save
His people from their sins.”

If you look in a pre-1769 King
James Bible, you will find the name
Jesus in these two passages:

Which also our fathers that came
after brought in with Jesus into
the possession of the Gentiles,
whom God drave out before the
face of our fathers, unto the days
of David... (Acts 7:45,1611 KJV)

For if Jesus had given them rest,
then would he not afterward have
spoken of another day. (Hebrews
4:8,1611KJV)

However, if you look in any mod-
ern translation of the Bible, includ-
ing the New King James, you will
find that in place of the name Jesus
they use the name Joshua, for in
the context it is clear that it is
speaking there of Moses’ successor
and not the Son of God. But in the

' Yah is the personal name of God, and shua is from a Hebrew root word that
means “to save.” God identified Himself to Moses as YAH (meaning “l AM") in
Exodus 3:14, as in Psalm 68:4 (“whose name is Yah"), and as most familiar in the
word Halleluyah (“Praise Yah”). And in John 5:43 and 17:11, Yahshua says that He
came in His Father’s name, “the name which You have given Me” (NASB), so it is
not surprising that the Father’s name would be incorporated into the Son’s name,

Yahshua.
1-888-893-5838
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Greek manuscript the name in
both of these verses is lesous.

You see, Joshua is the popular
English transliteration of the He-
brew name of Moses' successor,
which meant, “He will save.” This
name looks forward to the name of
the Son of God, for Joshua was the
prophetic forerunner of the Mes-
siah, bringing Israel into the Prom-
ised Land and leading them to vic-
tory over their enemies. But since
the translators obviously know this
fact, why do they only translate /e-
sous as Joshua in these two verses,
and as Jesus everywhere else?

The NIV New Testament even
has a footnote supporting this fact
under Matthew 1:21:“Jesus is the
Greek form of Joshua.”

But the fact is, the name of God'’s
Son was not even written or pro-
nounced as “Jesus” in English until
the 1600s, simply because there
was no“J”sound or letter in English
before then.2 The modern letter “J”
evolved from the letter “I” which
began to be written with a “tail”
when it appeared as the first letter
in a word. So in old English the
name now written as Jesus was ac-
tually written and pronounced
much like the original Greek lesous.
Eventually the hard “J” sound crept
into the English language to ac-
company the different way of writ-
ing the initial “”in the name.

Apage from the 1611
Authorized Version (King James
Bible). Note the lack of a”]”
in the Savior’s name.

You may also find it interesting
that in Acts 26:14-15, it says that
the apostle Paul heard the name of
the Son of God pronounced “in the
Hebrew tongue” by the Son of God
Himself, so he certainly didn’t hear
the Greek name lesous or the Eng-
lish name Jesus, but rather the
Hebrew name, the name above all
names, Yahshua.? *%

2 Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 1971),

pp. 1496,1507 3 Philippians 2:9; Acts 4:12
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, 7771 State Route 81,
Oak Hill, NY 12460 & 518-239-4240
Community in Hamburg, 329 Buffalo St,
Hamburg, NY 14075 @ 716-926-9216
Community in Coxsackie, 18 South River St,
Coxsackie, NY 12051 & 518-731-7002

NEw HAMPSHIRE

Community in Lancaster, 12 High Street,
Lancaster, NH 03584 @& 603-788-4376

Simon the Tanner Family Outfitters, 55 Main
Street, Lancaster, NH 03584 & 603-788-4379

NORTH CAROLINA

Gladheart Farm, 9 Lora Lane, Asheville, NC
28803 & 828-274-8747

Community Conference Center, 471 Sulphur
Springs Road, Hiddenite, NC 28636 (between
Statesville & Taylorsville) @ 828-352-9200

TENNESSEE
Community in Chattanooga, 900 Oak St,
Chattanooga, TN 37403 & 423-752-3071

, 737 McCallie Avenue,
Chattanooga, TN 37403 & 423-468-1777
Community in Pulaski, 373 Glendale Drive,
Pulaski, TN 38478 & 931-424-7067

, 219 S. Third Street,
Pulaski, TN 38478 & 931-363-8586

VERMONT
Community in Island Pond, 126 South St,
Island Pond, VT 05846 & 802-723-9708
Simon the Tanner Family Outfitters, Cross &
Main Streets, Island Pond, VT 05846
@ 802-723-4426
Community in Rutland, 134 Church St,
Rutland, VT 05701 & 802-773-3764

& Hiker's Hostel, 23 Center
Street, Rutland, VT 05701 @ 802-775-9800
Basin Farm, 175 Basin Farm Road,
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 @& 802-463-9264

VIRGINIA

Stoneybrook Farm, 15255 Ashbury Church
Road, Hillsboro, VA 20132 @& 540-668-7123
Stoneybrook Farm Market, 37091 Charles
Town Pike, Hillsboro, VA 20132

@ 540-668-9067

WASHINGTON
Community in Raymond, 418 State Route
105, Raymond, WA 98577 @ 360-934-5607

CANADA
Community in Kingston, 1560 Abbey Dawn
Road, Kingston, Ontario K7L 4V3, Canada
@ 250-777-1625
Community in Winnipeg, 89 East Gate,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2C2, Canada
@ 204-786-8787

, 490 Des Meurons, Winnipeg,
MB R2H 2P5, Canada @ 204-453-5156

1-888-893-5838

Mount Sentinel Farm, 2915 Highway 3A,
South Slocan, BC VOG 2G0, Canada
@& 250-359-6847

, 202 Vernon Street, Nelson,
BC V1L 4E2, Canada & 250-352-0325
Fairfield Farm, 11450 McSween Road,
Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H5, Canada
& 604-795-2225

, 45859 Yale Road, Chilliwack,
BC V2P 2N6, Canada & 604-702-4442
New Sprout Farm, 7191 Howard Road,
Merville, BC VOR 2MO0, Canada
@ 250-337-5444

, 596 Fifth Street,

Courtenay, BC VAN 1K3, Canada
@& 250-897-1111

BraziL

Comunidade de Londrina, Est. Major Archiles
Pimpéao 5000, 86040-020 Londrina, Parana,
Brazil (Mail to: Caixa Postal 8041, 86010-981
Londrina) @ 55-43-3357-1212

Comunidade de Campo Largo, BR 277, km
107,5 s/n” (Sentido Ponta Grossa - Curitiba)
Caixa Postal 1056, 83601-980 Campo Largo,
Parana, Brazil @ 55-41-3555-2393

ARGENTINA

Comunidad de Buenos Aires, Batallon Norte
120, 1748 General Rodriguez, Buenos Aires,
Argentina @ 54-237-484-3409

ENGLAND
Stentwood Farm, Dunkeswell, Honiton,
Devon EX14 4RW, England @& 44-1823-681155

CzecH RepPuBLIC

Preserved Seed Farm, M$ecké Zehrovice &.
150, 27064 Msecké, Czech Republic

& 420-321-123575

FRANCE
Communauté de Sus, 11 route du Haut Béarn,
64190 Sus, France & 33-559-66-14-28

SPAIN
Comunidad de San Sebastian, Paseo de Ulia
375, 20013 San Sebastian, Spain
@ 34-943-32-79-83
AUSTRALIA
Peppercorn Creek Farm, 1375 Remembrance
Dr, Picton, NSW 2571, Australia
@ 61-2-4677-2668
Community in Katoomba, 196 Bathurst Road,
Katoomba, NSW 2780, Australia
& 61-2-4782-2131

, 214 Katoomba Street,
Katoomba, NSW 2780, Australia
& 61-2-4782-9744

See our web site for a full list of our places:
www.twelvetribes.org
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THERE IS A PEOPLE who woke up this morning with one thing on
their minds: to love their Creator with all their heart, soul, and strength, and to
love one another just as He loved them. Being just ordinary human beings, we are
far from perfect in our love, yet, in hope, we persevere. Our goal? That the
Kingdom of God would come on earth as it is in heaven, so that love and justice
can rule on the earth. Sound impossible? It would be, were it not that Yahshua, the
Messiah, came to redeem mankind, to set us free from the curse of sin, and to
enable us to love. Because we have come to see His worth and our own desperate
need, we have surrendered everything in order to follow Him. Our hearts and our
homes are open night and day to any who are interested in our life or are weary

of their sin and want to know the purpose for which they were created. *%

CALIFORNIA
Community in Vista, 2683 Foothill Drive,
Vista, CA 92084 & 760-295-3852
, 315 East Broadway,
Vista, CA 92084 & 760-631-1888
Morning Star Ranch, 12458 Keys Creek Rd,
Valley Center, CA 92082 & 760-742-8953
, 32011 Lilac Road,
Valley Center, CA 92082 & 760-742-2064

COLORADO
Community in Manitou Springs, 41 Lincoln
Ave, Manitou Springs, CO 80829 & 719-573-1907
, 966 Manitou Ave, Manitou
Springs, CO 80829 & 719-685-3235
Community in Boulder, 5325 Eldorado Springs
Dr, Boulder, CO 80305 @& 303-719-8168
, 908 Pearl Street,
Boulder, CO 80302 & 303-996-4700

FLORIDA

Community in Arcadia, 601 West Oak Street,
Arcadia, FL 34266 & 863-491-0160
Community in Fort Myers, 2643 Providence
Street, Fort Myers, FL 33916 & 239-217-6159

GEORGIA
Community in Savannah, 403 East Hall St,
Savannah, GA 31401 @& 912-232-1165

, 401 East Hall Street,
Savannah, GA 31401 & 912-235-2906
Community in Brunswick, 927 Union St,
Brunswick, GA 31520 & 912-264-2279
Common Ground Bakery, 801 Egmont St,
Brunswick, GA 31520 & 912-264-1069

KANsAs

Community in Lawrence, 1346 New
Hampshire Street, Lawrence, KS 66044

@ 785-304-5110

Farms

Legend: Stores

Fieldstone Orchard, 7049 E 149th Street,
Overbrook, KS 66524 @& 785-665-7643

MICHIGAN
Community in Marshall, 15230 C Drive N,
Marshall, Ml 49068 @& 269-558-8152

MASSACHUSETTS
Community in Boston, 92 Melville Ave,
Dorchester, MA 02124 @& 617-282-9876
Community in Plymouth, 35 Warren Ave,
Plymouth, MA 02360 @& 508-747-5338
Blue Blinds Bakery, 7 North Street,
Plymouth, MA 02360 & 508-747-0462
Community in Hyannis, 14 Main Street,
Hyannis, MA 02601 @ 508-790-0555

, 420 Main Street,
Hyannis, MA 02601 & 508-778-8390
Community in Raynham, 1128 Pleasant St,
Raynham, MA 02767 @& 508-884-8834

MiSSOURI
Community in Warsaw, 1130 Lay Avenue,
Warsaw, MO 65355 @ 660-438-2541

, 145 E. Main St,
Warsaw, MO 65355 @ 660-438-2581

NEW YORK
Common Sense Farm, 41 North Union St,
Cambridge, NY 12816 & 518-677-5880
Community in Oneonta, 81 Chestnut St,
Oneonta, NY 13820 & 607-353-1620

, 134 Main Street,
Oneonta, NY 13820 & 607-431-1155
Community in Ithaca, 119 Third Street,
Ithaca, NY 14850 & 607-272-6915

, 143 East State Street,
Ithaca, NY 14850 & 607-256-2056
Journey's End Farm, 7871 State Route 81,
Oak Hill, NY 12460 & 518-239-8148
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