Appendix F

AFFIDAVIT
.. OF
JENNIFER MATTATALL COHEN

l, Jennifer Mattatall Cohen, affirm that the following statements
are true and are firsthand knowledge to me, or based upon information and
belief, as appropriate:

1) My name is Jennifer Mattatall Cohen and am the oldest daughter of
Juan and Cindy Mattatall. | am 23 years old, born in 1974.

2) | lived in the Church Community in Island Pond, Vermont with my
parents, Juan and Cindy Mattatall from the time | was two years old until
I was almost eight. At this time, around 1982, my father left the
Community because it was found that he had made sexual advances to
more than one of the children there. This being absolutely unacceptable in
our Community, he was confronted about it, but, not being willing to
admit his transgressions or even confess that he needed help, he left,
saying that he would return for us (his children) and he would destroy the
Community however he could. Later, in Florida, he was charged with
similar offenses against a young girl and he pled guilty to a reduced
charge.

3) My father went to court in order to gain custody of us and take us
from my mother, who remained in the Community at that time. In the
course of his trying to get us back through the courts, my father told many
lies about the Community and the people in the Community, !

He went around the state of Vermont holding meetings, trying to
defame the Community and gain public sympathy in his efforts to win
custody of us. He publicly told many lies about what we do and what we
believe. He generated much media attention and was largely responsible
for stirring up a public hysteria that eventually led the state of Vermont
to conduct an illegal raid in 1984 where the police seized 112 children
because of fear of child abuse, but the Court found it 3 gross violation of
the members’ freedom of religion and constitutional protections. All the

Tin the press, our Community is often referred to as the “Northeast Kingdom Community
Church” because Island Pond is located in 2 region of Vermont known as the “Northeast
Kingdom.” We customarily call ourselves the Church Community of the place where we are
located, but we do not have a denominational title.



charges were dismissed for lack of evidence.

In his efforts, he associated with a group known as the Citizens’
Freedom Foundation, which later grew into the Cult Awareness Network.
(C.AN.)Z Al of this he found necessary to gain custody of us, because
my mother, due to her faith refused to leave the Community, not wanting
to take us from the loving environment we had been raised in so far. She
did not want to leave with my father.

4) The courts, despite clear evidence against my father, awarded him
custody of the five of us in 1982 , largely due to lies and
misrepresentations he made against the Church Community with the help
of the Citizens' Freedom Foundation, specifically a man named Galen Kelly.
During the eight years that followed my brother and sisters and | spent
four in various foster homes and children's homes, often not seeing each
other or our Dad for a month or more at a time. Our life was very insecure.

5)  Qur father, for years did not allow us to have anything to do with my
mother, not letting us receive mail or calls from her, telling us that she
didn't love us enough to write or call. | know that she wrote us because
after my father's death | was going through some of his things and came
across a file of letters from my mother and different friends from the
Community. | don't really know why he saved them. They never made it to
us.

Twice during the time we were with him in Fiorida he let us have a
very short, very supervised visit with our mother but this only because
she was there and we begged him to let us see her. We all loved our
mother very much and missed her, being very hurt by the lies we were told
about her and the Church Community.

6) When | was 15 in April 1990 my father was shot dead by his own
mother when she killed him and then herself to escape from “the grief

2 The Cult Awareness Network is an anti-religious organization which has historically spread
lies and misinformation about religions that they do not agree with. They have condoned violent
deprogrammings, some of which have resulted in criminal convictions. C.A.N. went bankrupt in
the summer of 1996 after losing a lawsuit involving one such deprogramming, in which the
court awarded $1,000,000. in punitive damages against C.A.N. See attached Exhibit A, a letter
sent by the newly reconstituted C.A.N. to our Community in Vermant. The letter acknoWIedges
the “earlier falsehoods” spread by the original C.A.N., describing it as “a hate group which gave
out derogatory information on many, if not all, of the groups about which it received calls...”



that seemed destined to continue” due to his troubled life which “had been
a non-stop series of problems with children and the law.” My mother
came down and after social services searched it out my mother was

awarded custody of all five of us.

7) | returned to the Church Community in Vermont at 16 only to find the
caring, loving atmosphere | remembered and had always longed for_
growing up in the chaotic, instability and insecurity 1 experienced in my
father's custody in Florida. | chose to stay in the Vermont Church
Community of my own free will and have now been back seven years. | am
married and have three wonderful, healthy, happy children.

All of my siblings but one resides in a Church
Community by their own choosing and the one is thinking about returning.
Two of my sisters are in their twenties and married.

8) | know it to be true that in 1990 after 12 years battling truancy
charges in the state of Vermont, all criminal charges were dropped after
the Commissioner of Education himself visited our classes. 1 know that
this man, Richard Mills, has written to the German officials on our behalf.
He is presently Commissioner of Education in the State of New York.

Since 1990, the state of Vermont has recognized us to train our
children at home. We welcome them for a visit and to meet our children,
but we do not and cannot surrender control of their lives to the state. We
acknowledge the authority of the state to know that are children are being
educated and that they are safe.

9) 1 believe that if my father, Juan Mattatall, were alive today he
would be grieved at the damage his lies have caused and possibly would
have tried to make it right. It is hard for me to believe that the lies my
father told 15 years ago are still being circulated today by unscrupulous
men around the world. How can something so unreliable as news clippings
be considered evidence of truth?

10) | want to say that after experiencing both living in the community
and out that the children in the Community live a stable, secure life with
many friends and much positive input. They know they are loved. We do not
believe in or practice child abuse. Our children are our foremost priority.
| now live in the Community with my husband and 3 children.O |



Dated this ﬂl___day of October, 1997, County of Q}U,Qf he ,
State of New York.

\‘{)\DU X w\f» A hﬂh JC\ /1 m& (C}’%é/{.

Notary ‘Pubhc b te\) Qennifer Mattatall Cohen

VELYN HOTALING
Notary Publie, Stale of Haw York \g

Qualilied in Giean C t\jq
Commission Expires ; i !



Chapter 9

Apostates and Their Role in

the Construction of Gricvance
Claims Against the Northeast
Kingdom/Messianic Communities

Susan J. Palmmer

‘The Northeast Kingdom Community Church, on first acquaintance, bears a close
resemblance to other Christian sects and revitalizalion movements emergiug'fml
of the Jesus People’ Revolution of the cady 1970s. And yet it 'will stand oul i
the history of church-state relations as one of the first religions in the Unﬂ_écl
States 1o be accused of collective child abuse, and 10 endure a mass raid on its
children. Due (0 extensive media coverage, the main events of the controversial
Istand Pond raid are well-known, ' =

On June 22, 1984, 90 Vermont staie troopess arrived at dawn in their cruisers
al the homes of the Northeast Kingdom Community in Island Pond, Vermont,
armed with a court order and accompanied by 50 Social Rehabilitation Services
workers. They searched the households and ook 112 children into protective
custody. The parents were allowed (o accompany their children, and the fumilfcs
were bussed 20 miles 1o the courthouse in Newport. District Judge Mah@dy,
afier holding 40 individual detention hearings in one day, ruled that the search
warranl issued by the stale was unconstitutional. All the chitdren were retumed
lo (heir parents without being searched for signs of abuse, and the legal process
caded abruptly. In spite of this awspicious victory, the Northeast Kingdom Com-
nwnity Church (henceforth referred to as the "“Church” or the **Community'")
is cuncntty besciged with custody disputes and continues to weather Social
Services investigations.

In scarching for the forces underying this dramtic chwrch-state confronta-
tion, the rescarcher is Taced with an apparently innucuous, not amypical comn-
ianal and millenarian seet; the group adberes o Tondimentalist Chistian beliefs
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aml has never seviously challenged thie laws or norms of society. They do not
sinckpile weapons, resort 1o aggressive evangelical sirategies, use drugs, nor
advocate sesual license, Their founder has mide no exiravagant claims (o be
the messiali, nor even a prophet. The group is not lasge, rapidly expanding, nor
wealihy, Nevertheless, a stady of their history demonstrales an extrernacly high
level of vanflict with socicly. Aside from a few minor complaints of Guaney in
the Toead selinols, of practicing medicine without a license, and ol neglecling th
repisten bitths, the majos pricvince claims have always pointed to the diseipling
ol their chiddren, despite a pancity of evidence that members discipline 1heir
childsen any more fiequently or severely than other Cliristian fndamentalists
tEdkson aml Sherkar 1993,

T resporeding to extenal pressare, the Church bas exacerabisted tensions with
cociety by relusiag to conform o mainstream child rearing mcthods, but it is
inipattant to undesstand the religions motivation hehind its passive resistanee,
The Cluncle nenitests chassic sectian charaeteristics which serve (o profect ils
birlding cultiee fromy extemal assimilation and scenlar influences, On the one
banel, clders eavourage members to render usto Cacsar what is Cacsar's™ sund
10 aim Tor a peacelul cocxistence with socicty by following the puidelines liid
ot by American pattiot Ropee Willizuns, an the separation of chureh and slate,
On the edher lenul, they regard society as dosinated by sin, due 1o its refusal
o e “Ccovered’” by O Father.”” Parents in the Communily hive come o
ol the wildeiness of sin mul crossed over into the sacred realm o become the
lirst geoeration of a New Order. Children play a vital role in their parents’
eschatology. They are instrimental to realizing the utopian ideals and millenar-
inn cxpectations of this Acdgling religion. The elders interpret the Bible passage,
“the sins of Me fthers will be bome until the third or fourth generation™
mean that those living in the “hody of the Messioh™ (the commuone) who avoid
sin will e sanctificd alter three or four generatioas. Thus, they expect each
pencrtion to be less prone to sin than its parents; within the nex( 70 years they
hope 1o be alde 1o send onl 144,000 pure viegin imales to preach during the final
mpattwring of sonls hefore the advent of Yahshwa (Bozeman and Palmer forth-
coming). In puesnit of theic ideal of Restoration, they eat healthy foml, wear
maoddest diess, il cultivate seilless and loving relationships. Thus. il is essential
o protect their childien from secular influences that will necessarily under-
mine (heir mtopian vision and canse them to *'die’” theough sin. For Ihis reason,
whey they resist conperation with authoritics, (hey are resisting demonie forees.
When weenln imhorities seize or seck 1o control their children, they are atliwk-
iy Ihe deepest, most fundaumental fegic whereby this child-centered commmity
detines itsell, They are assantting (he Conunnnity’s very spiritual identity amd
its moant passionabe religions aspirations—-thase invesied in their children,

The aim of this stndy is 4o analyze the inlluence of apostales” testimonics on
the bajectory of 1his secl's excalating chrchi-state conflict. "Fhere appem to he
theee phases o the conflict between the Chureh and the oppositional coalition,
which v compoead of varions inderest pooups st foned o netwark in a com-
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mon mission Lo reseue the putatively abused childeen of the “cult.”™ This coa-
lition depended heavily upon ex-members® testimonials Lo provide the rationale
for the moral campaign against the Church. Apostates—both witting and un-
witting—exerted a stroug influence on the ongoing batlle which might be com-
pared to a pame of chess, The “‘moves” of apostates rescmble those of the
knight in & chess pame, who is able ta leap over the enemy line in zig-zag
fashion and win new lerritories. There ware various types of apostates, however,
andl their atrocity stovies were used stralcgicaly during different phases of the
“pame.” The Church's apostates can be classificd as follows: (1) Activist Apos-
ies; (2) Passive Apostates; and (3) Resurrected Aposiates,

‘The three phases of eontlict will be elabarated helow, but first we will Jook
al this new eeligions mevement avd ils epic confromation with the state over
the custody of children---a confeontation that cast Vermaont in the national spot-
light,.

THE HISTORY OF THE MESSIANIC COMMUNITIES

The Noheast Kingdom Community Church (now known as the Messianic
Communitics) was founded by Elberi Eugene Spriggs (*'Yoneg'') in 1972 in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. ts roots are in the Jesus People Revival, and its belief
system remains very close to Christian fundamentalism. The communities adopt
the name of their loeal town; members are given Hebrew names and identify
with the *'lost and scatiercd tribes™ of the Jews in diaspora and with the carly
Clsistian commmnities. By renouncing the world and sharing all things in com-
maon, members become parl of the “body of the Messiah™ and hope (o avoid
a physical death. They believe their church is the "*pure and Spotiess Bride™
awaiting the advent of her Bridegroom, Jesus, whom they call by the name of
Yahshua. Through increasing their ranks and *‘raising up a people’’—defincd
as three gencrations-—they prepare the way for the Jubilee horn that heralds
Yahshua's retum. :

Communitics now exist in Londrina, Brazil; Navarrenx, France; Sydney, Aus-
tralia-~but the majority of members live in New England. The Church numbers
around 2,000, and ronghly half are children. Children are home schooled, and
television and Tantasy toys are hanned. The youth are integrated smoothly into
daily chores and are dressed like the adults; girls wear long braids, long skirts,
& bloomers, and boys wear jeans, homemade shints, and headbands,

The Church’s guidelines Tor parental discipline stiputate that children who do
not abiey upon first command must be punished. The millenarian rationale behind
this is that children must be alert and ready 1o respond to Yahshua's call. Chas-
tisements must nei he perforimed in anger, and usually consist of a few blows
wilh a flexible reed, such as 3 balloon stick, on the palm of the hand, It must
be the child’s ewn parents who decide on and adminisier the punishment. The
notion is that thioogh discipline the child will acheive cternal ife; otherwise
they are “dying’™ o sin,
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I'hase One: The Origing of Conllict

In Chattanooga the group’s first conflicts occwrred al the prasstaots level,
mainly with worried parents of youthlul converts, rival restauranteors, and min-
isters of local congregations, These lensions diew the attention of the anti-cult
movenicnt to the sect. The first anti-cult organization, FREECOG, was founded
by Ted Patick in 1972 in response to his son’s atraction to the Chikbren of
God. As FREECOG s bwrcascracy expanded amd il was superseded by the na-
tionally based Citizen's Freedom Foundation (CFEF), the concept ol a “‘cult”™
and theories of “*brainwashing”” were developed, and information was collecled
oa other new religions movements (NRMs). The Community in Chiltanooga
bore a superlicial resemblinee to the Childsen of God, since bath were milte-
marian, evangelistic communes and emanated from the Jesus People moveme,
Both groups reernited middle-class youth from the counterculiure who *“*forsuok
all for Jesus.” Ted Patrick kideapped cight of the Chattancoga Commumity’s
members between 1978 and 1980, Four deprogranimings were **successful,”
resulting in defections, but four members returned to the group. Three of the
defectors assisted in future deprogrnmings.

During the Chattanooga phase, the “cuit-labeling™ process focused on the
founder, Llbert Fugene Spriggs. He was condemned as a sell-proclained
“Apostle’ who exered “total control™ over his followers and molded them
imto religions Fanatics wha held themselves above the baw, e was sdick to em-
ploy “mind-control’” technigues to enlist his followers in communal and vol-
untary labor that undercut local businesses (Beverly n.d.). Spriggs has oftcn been
deseribied as a formes “carmival arker” —a colorful term that conjures up im-
ages of the American frontier snake-oil salesman, the charming charlatin with
i Fast patter. In fact, Spriggs was by profession a high school teacher and fairly
successfl travel agentfour guide who worked for ane day in a-carnival, it not
as i baker.

During this phase, the Community’s reaction was defensive. They withdiew
from the world, ignored the deprogeammers and negative press as much as
possible, and relocated o Istand Pond in 1979, 10 Vermont, media stories and
grievance chims hegan 1o focus more nwrowly on their methods of child rearing
and discipline. Allegations of abuse tirst came to the atiention of the authoritics
in 1982 in connection with custody hattles tnvolving three familics: the Gie-
poires, the Alexanders, and the Mattatalls. In May 1983 the cowt awarded cus-
tdy of the eleven children o the tiree fathers residing outside the communily
ather than allow the children to be *subjected 1o frequent and methodical phys-
icatl abuse by adult members of the community, in the form of hows-long whip-
prings with balloon sticks’” (Gregoire v. Gregoire): Judge Mabady, who presided
over the Gregoire case, expressed his opinion that the childien were wapped in
Sseme sort of haly war'? (Gregoire v. Gregoire) hetween the parents. Owt of
ong, the Matiatal) case, the career of a formidable “*arch-apostate’ was
lannched,
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Duan Matlatall was a Chiteun hippic “head™ md suceessiul solt “*dope
deater” in the 19705 connterculiure. According o an elder’s account, I had
formed o band of hippics called the Lighthouse Family . . - 1hau] made and sold
jewelry at crafts Lairs across the country. 1le et the Comnunity in 1976. His
declared motive for joining was to cement his relationship with his 15-year-old
girklriend, Cindy, who lived with her mother and was expecting their sceond
child, The clders approachied Cindy, who first visited the Community and then
juined. She and Juan reconciled and weie warried 0 the Comunity in 1976

‘e elders described Juan as independent and unpredictable, but a valuable
assel 1o Community lile (**We luved the guy! Hle was very talented, charming —
a real natural Teader'*). The trouble started when two little girls complained o
their parents that he had made sexual advinces woward e as they were sleep-
ing. The clders confronted Mantatal with the allegation; when hie denied it, he
was ordered to leave. e went to Florida for a few weeks; upon his return he
conlessed to engaging in adulierous rekations with juany women. He was sent
10 live with the Community in Boston. According 1o an elder, “he was under
a disvipline and we worked with him, bt he never did quite come clean. e
conlessed, but he always tried to rationalize it"" Uis wile refused 1o take him
bik, and e blamed the Community for separating hin from his Lumily. He
seportedly told Spriges: **1 will destroy the Community!”” just befure he left,

Mattatalt filed for divorce and subsequenily sought out Suzanne Clowier, @
aunese working for Social Rehabilitation Services (SRS) in sfand Pond. Upon
bewing his stories of abused children, Clouticr guickly became a formidable
opponent of the Community. Matiatall also contacted Galen Kelly and Triscilla
Coates of the CEE, With their support, he won custody of the five children in
1982, His youngest daughter Lydia, however, wis overscas in France, Cily
Mattatall, pregnant with her (ifth child, had allowed the childiess Spripgs to take
Lydia to live with thern in France. Jua accused Spuiges of kidnapping Lydia,
and Cindy appeared before Judge Mabady in 2 series of hearings. Ve repeatedly
asked her if she could produce Lydia, and she ceplicd in the nepative. She
skipped the last hearing and midde seerel amangements to flly with her childicn
1 Burope. The CIF helped Juan track down her passpoit number, date of de-
partuee, il addiess. Acconling to a Clhurel elder's version ol the story, “the
Noew Jessey State Police, Juan, and sonme people Trom the ati-cult movement
came in and held her at gunpoint in the middle of the night and ok the hids
away, even ihe bihy who was nursing when they broke in™* (Peisomd Coane
mmication).

Lydia was found in 1982 when the Spriggs retumed o North Awmcrica and
arranged 1o meet Cindy in Nova Scotia. Suzanne Clowties had adseady appeined
in the arca amd delivered lectures on child-beating in culls. Canadiane depro-
grammers cooperated with the CFIF in “staking out’”’ the house in Cape Sable
shand. The Canadian Broadeasting Corporation, which wrived at the scene,
followed the Community's cars as they left the house, and alered the RCMP.
Lydia was taken it custody at a roadilock and handed over to her Lather,
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Juan Matttal! moved o Burlinglon, and a story appeated on the front page
of the Burfington Free P'ress showing lhe triumphant Lather reunited with his
five blonde, mop-haired kids, He hired @& nanny and began attending o locul
church; from the pulpit he desarilied the rescue of his Kids from the “*colt,” and
declared that his next step would e to save his wife, He beought the children
1o Island Pond 1o visit their motber on twae occasions, after he reeeived a court
order. However, be artived in a camper with CEF workers and pagked right
outside the Isknd Pondd Maples honschabd for the night. He handed out whistles
1o each of the Kkids and told them to blow the whistles when ihe abuse starled
so it they conld be rescued.

Mattatall was soon in trouble again, The nanny he Bad bised in Buclington
became concerned about his sexual activities with the fitde girl next door. Her
complaint o the muthorities launched an investigation. Juan then moved to Or-
lando, Florida and placed his children in the Baptist Christian Home, where they
resided from 1982 o 1990, During this time he was reporied 1o the Adun Walch
Ceater in Orlando for sexually abusing o local prepubescent girl, bul he arvanged
a plea bargain o lesser offence and was placed on probition. The director of
the Baptist orphanage, who hidl been warned that the mother was in a “‘dan-
gorous cul,” cooperated with Juan in blocking access to the children. Althouglh
Cindy had a court access order granting her permission 1o see her children,
every lime she ravelled 10 Orlando she was wrned away. She finally gave up
visitation atlempts iand remaried, clinging to @ hope that some day she might
regain her childien, In 1990 she leared it Juan lud been shot dead by his
own mather. This event was reported in the Cluk's Habour, NS, Guardian
(12 Juanc 1990, p. 1),

A wel knewe defector Trong the Northeast Kingeom Compmunity Chiureh fuan Mattatall,
A7, and his T8 year ol nother, Minka Palimer were found May 7. by his step-father,
Bewrd Palimer, Jwim Madlall charged that Albent [sic] Spriggs hiad sexvally abused his
thwghter Lydin while he was her ciaplor, bt Juin bimsell kaer faced twvo charges aff
child sexval assinh. L Falaner, o said L Dis stepsei's Tite Tad been o non-stop series
ol profdems with chilidren aml the T He speculted that his wite foresaw tat Juan's
problems would continge amd so she shot him o save him Trom the griel that scemed
destined 10 continee.

Mattanad] fits the model of the active, and activist, career apostate. Theouph
his testinmemies e defined the deviant aspects of the “cul”™ for its social an-
dience. He stited out as o “whistleblower'” (literally handing out whistles to
his children) and then sought ont and brought together a coalition of disparate
interest groups to support his custody case. Initially, he and the other carly
apostates were the *‘glue’” thiv bonded 1he interest gronps into one coalition.
As the coalition gmliesed strength, the porteait of a Subversive group was con-
structed. However, grounds for legal intervention were lacking, a situation op-
ponents attribmted 10 the seeretive and sell-contained  mituee o 1he sect,
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Apostales were invaluable, since they Il crossed the line Iu:lwucfn lh.c sel .nml
socicly; they brought with them vital information thit could be fashioned into
“evidence'* to rally law enforcement agencies against the Mol

Wright (1995} waces the influence of different interest groups {h;{l formed
allisnees in order o fay grievance claims against David Koiesh. A su.nln.r proc-
ess Degan 1o take shape during Mattatall’s count case when vau'i.uus inferest
groups responded Lo his initiative and began to form a netwan dudlculvq 'lu the
common cause of “saving the cult’s children,”” The most impottat purl-lcu?nnls
in the network were lucal businessmen, journalists, and anti-colt organizzions.
This network gradually constructed a portrait ol a dangeraus, child-abusing
“eult” around the Nuortheast Kingdom Community Chuich. For each interest
group it was expedient Lo participate in Mattuall’s quest, aithough their concerns
were quite varied. The network began 1o produce its own moral enlreprencurs,
who suon became quite independent of Mattatall’s initiative. .

Local businessmen found their trade was suffering from compelition with a
communal organization based on volunteer labor. Counterenllists I.l)lllll! the el-
ders’ doctring! innovations and Apostle Spriggs” charisnia offensive, Social serv-
ices personnel, who were assigned 1o protect children, were uulurallIy.su_spiciuu_s
of “'cults’® that made a policy of using corporal punishinent to discipline their
children. Suzanne Clouticr of Socinl Rehabilimation Scrvices cmbarked on a
personal crusade to *‘save the children.” She referred W her home as a “'sale
house'” and sought oul defectors and invited thew to stay with her. She taped
their stories, kept files, and organized and dated everything she hc;u.'u.l nlnfml !hc
alleged abuse; she even invested arownd $5,000 of her own woney in U hghting
the cult™ (Iasrison 1984),

Juumatists, as always, were *'in it for the story.’" During Mattatalt's cut;iudy
suit. journalists from the CBC and UPL had appearcd in Island Pond and inter-
viewed him o their camper. Some went on to reeruit more defectors, waping
angry teslimonials and exchanging data with Suzanne Clowtier. The (':.rl: ()b-_
server was frequently quoted in news repois warning wurticd relitives of
“ssome 200 pages of affadavits [that] tell us of systematic, frequent, ;mfl lengthy
beatings of childien by patents and church elders with wuoden and jron rods
and paddies, ofien drawing blood . . . stripped gaked and heaten for several
howrs™ (Braithwaite 1984, p. 3). _

in one of the mwost lurid porteaits, *“The Children and the Cult,” juurnalist
Barhara Grizatti Harrison (1984, p. 58) clainwd “the colt is robbing children
of their childhood,”* and compared the youth of Iskand Pond 1o the telehinetic,
extratersestrial children of the sci-fi flm Villuge of the Dumned. nvited by the
Community to “‘come and stay for three days,”” Harrison was immediately on
guard as *“Three days is the standurd period Tor what is variously known as
‘bruimwashing,” persuasive coercion or mind control®' (1984, p- 62).! .

Several Vermont journalists assemed activist roles and were instinnental in
bringing about he raid (Bilodeau 1994, p. 36). Sun Hemingway of Burlingtan
Free Press admined he **advocated for action in his colunns and hoped the
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coverage would bring resulis,”” Mike Donoghue of the Burlington Free Press
claimed he had covered stories where he had **up 1o 18 subpoenas from lawyers
for his notes.”” The most intrepid activist was Chris Braithwaite, editor of the
Vermonl Chronicle. e was approached by the Orleans Couaty State’s Attorney,
Phil White, to look at Cloutier’s files, and resolved to “'get involved as a cili-
7zen”" He covered the Mattadl custody case, interviewed delectors and oulside
relatives, and admits he *“conteibuted informiation that aided in getling a warrant
to seize the childven.”” Fven while the mid was in progress, Braithwaite (1981,
p. 1) feli he was “objective cnough to do the news analysis.”’ Tle wiate an
editorial on the aftenmiath of the raid entitled *'Hlave We Lost OQur Children?’
In an interview he admits “‘on the emotional levet | got very involved ., . L oaly
know if | was in the same situation agaio, [ would do the same damn thing?™*
{Braithwaite 1994, pp. 36-38)

The Teast visible but maost influential organization in this network was the
Citizew’s Frecdom Foundation, whose ollicials first visited Durlinglon in re-
sponse o Mattnall’s invitation. The CFF established a chapter in Orlcans in
November 1982; they collected funds, contacted the media, and appointed Galen
Kelly, o deprogranmier, 1o aid members to “eseape {rom the colt.®” Dosters
appeared on the streets of Iskimd Pond warning residents: ©The Nostheast King-
dom Conwnunity Chureh Abducts Children.”* CEF inectings were beld in Barton
where townspreople were urged to stop buying the Commmmnity*s bread, and siore
owners were pressured 1o stop stocking Communily products. The night of the
ficst meeting someone drove through [sland Pond and shot bullets through the
windows of (he Conmion Sense Restwrand, the Maples honschold, and a gis
stution owned by the Comaunity. This event was not Feported it the newspapers
uor investigated hy the police.

Lach of these agencies worked o protect the public’s interest and operated
within e logic of thebr calling. Once united, they were frustrated by the Church
clders” refusal 1o cooperate and by the inaceessibility of the children. lnfluenced
by the widespread concern about chidd abuse in our era, they accepted the like-
Lihondd of child abuse ocewring in a “'eall seting.*”

I*hase Two: Escalating Conflict

The second pliase of this church-siate conllict is marked by an escalation in
the conflict that culmimted in the open confromtation of the raid. This was
beought about through a moral campaign in which often passive or unwitling
apostates were recruiled and stage-managed. The deviance amplificition process
began o operate as Chueeh elders began to suspect a conspiracy; their refusal
0 couperale vr compromise in some instances reinforced the public awthorities'
pereeption of thent as deviast, evoking increased pustive action

The coulition was bighly organized and indepedent of Madtatall's leadership,
i s deanlers were waging their own moral cmpaigns. They began actively
recrwiting ex-nwwbhess and taitoring their stovies o win public support Tor their
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conmmon iission: 10 rescue the childien. New defectors were encounraged w
cnulate Mattatal’s model and reiterate (e arcas of deviance and discontem he
had uriginally laid out. Some defectors, who were nol pacticalusly disgiunticd,
were coaxed and stage-managed lo appear on the scene as ad hoe carcer apos-
tates. Examples of these “‘stage-managed”™ aposldes were Michael Taylor and
Raland Chusch.

Michael Taylor had left the Community and lived for several imomlis outside
1sdand Pond before meeting Cloutier. She intraduced him 1o deprogrammer Ga-
len Kelly, who set up a meeting with SRS ofticial Conrad Grimms and a police
detective, who recorded his testimony. Taylor was a single, childless member,
unmotivated by custody concems; he luer complained o the press thad he was
cued to exaggerate the few chastisements he had witnessed. His tale appeared
in a Vermont newspaper, but when he went to thie uews uffice and canfessed
that Tie ad licd, the paper was not interested in printing his retraction. i 1988
N retumed 1o live in the Community, but later defected once again,

Rotind Church's grievance claim resulted in a conrt case that provided a
strong rationale for the raid. Church was an Amish Carrier from Maine who
juined the Community with his wile and two daughters. Hlowever, hccuu._\'c.luc
was on the road mwch of the time plying his wade, the clders were dissadishicd
with his community participation. Tn 1983 his twelve-year-old daughter, e
lymn, got inlo trouble for enconraging younger children to play sexual gamies
anel the elders culled Church 10 @ seven-hour nieeting wging him to thscipline
his daughler. According to a Conmiunily member, Chusch respunded he wis
“so mad he was afraid he'd beat her fike o horse.”” He therefore asked Yhder
Wiseman o do it for iim. A week faer Chureh Yol the Compamity and met
Suzanne Clouticr on May 21, They contacted the Citizen’s Freedom Foundation
in Orleans, which recorded his complaint. Church charged Wiseman with siple
assanlt of Dis danghter.?

On August 5, 1984, Roland Church recanted. He claimed W have been pres-
sured 10 lie to the “‘news media®® by Suzamie Cloutier (Harsison 1984, p. 6).
“She cabled everyone in Vemmont, | guess,”" he compliined. “She's e insti-
gakor ol it all.’” Cloutier, in tum, retorted: '} feel betrayed by Rolind Church,
1 Dugs e out. God forgive ine, 1 alwost pray @ child dies. Nothing will happen
uutil then-—and they're all dying a stow death?”’ The case against Wiseman wiis
held up in court and eventually dismissed in 1984

The network then linnched a scarch for more corroborating evidenve. Priscilla
Contes of CFE miet with the Vermont antorney  general's stall” awd provided
pames of defectors. SRS official Cowrad Grinms and Vermunt State Police
official Peter Jobnson travelled around (he country belween 982 amd 1983,
tracking down ex-members in seven dillerent stites o interview them for child
abuse information. These inteeviews were used in the 18 alfidavits that becawe
the basis for the rid. One of these, the Moran Affidavii, leatured the stories of
fumicen defectors. Six of these individuals, all of whom had been depro-
prammed by Galen Kelly, recounted stories that were semarkably simitae, This
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collection ol atrocity tales was used 1o convinee authorities that the gronp wis
subversive and a Jegitimate target for repressive action by the state.

Besides recruiting mure apostates, the network directed its well-coordinated
stignutizing efforts toward ceveral families inside the Community. Minor legal
infractions blew up into major legal cases and personal tragedies were suspecied
of involving criminal intent; the Chureh soon again became embroiled in con-
troversy. As the cases involving the Chambers and the Camphells demoustrate,
e process of dlevianee amplification appeared 1o be opeeating in these escalat-
ing conllicts.

The first ehild of the Chambers couple was stiliborn, and the local coroner
agreed to issue the death certificate. However, when the coroner called the state
atlorney with 2 routing question, e Tatter immediately armived at the scene amd
wid the Chambers there would have 10 be an autopsy. According 10 one of he
clders, Robent Chambers replied, "1 refuse to have my daughter taken o Buor-
lingtom o be mutifated.”” The sherf{ was summoned, hut Chambers refused to
cooperate. While the sherill was cunferring privately with the coroner, Chambers
picked up his dead child and drove Lo a ficld, dug a grave, and buried her. The
state police sent twa squad cars through the lows in noisy, bul unsuceessiul
pursuit. When Chashess yeturned Tiome, he refused o reveal wheie he I
buricd e budy, e was thereapon arrested and charged with transporting 4
hody without a death certificate,

This conflict beeame a major media evenl. The “cul™ was portrayed as
fly-by-night seeret socicety il refused 10 register births or deaths and huried
the bones of childien in unmarked graves. In fact, members did apply for and
receive death centilicates on the rare occasions of a death, Nevertheless, this
golhic lepend soon ook on a life of ils owa, as in Barbara Grizulti Harrison's
article, “The Childeen and the Cult®* (1984, p. &)

They do not semd heir childien o school, nor du they register bitths amd deaths, Ixland
Ponders feed off the persistent nunous that the cult lias its own graveyard in which boaes
ol children were found. Bodies of children were found: ooe Baby was stillbotn, another
divd, apparently, ol spinal meningiks.

In (983 anotlier Iskand Pond couple, the Canmpbells, ok their ten-wnth-old
Daby to a duactor whe found hairline fractures in his wrists and ankles. Worricd
abwut vumors of abuse, he called the SRS el diagnosed the limbs as “hycken
by Toree.” "The parents then consulicd a specialist in Newport who dingnosed a
rare form ol rickets and prescribed Viwnin B, The doctor's letler was senl to
the SRS, but two wecks later the judge in St. Jobnshury District Court granted
the siate temporary custody. Troopers arrived at the Campbells’ door and scized
ihe baby on grounds of medical neglect. The baby was then cxamined by four
doctors in 2 Burlington Lospital who again diagnoscd rickets ¢ Officials Tell
Why ..." The Caledonian Report, 22 June 1985, p. 1)

These cases offer clear examples of the deviance amplification process. JUis
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impottant (o understand that their response was comditiened by e valuerablity
of their veligion, st in its chrysalis phase, and by the role of childien in theis
eschatology. When Chambers, moved by the authority of his ““lay conscicnee,”
resisted a perecived injustice, his action was interpreted as funther proof of his
inmate deviance as a *‘cult member.”” While it appears the Comununily wits
clearly a victim of stigmatizing cfforts, it is also clear that they met these chal-
lenges with a certain intransigence, and theie refusal o compromise on matlers
of child resing has tended 1o reinforce the deviance amplification processes.

The tsland Pond Radd and Tis Allermath

By 1984 the nekwark bed by Cloutier, Braithwaite of al. created a portcait of
a nefarious cult habitually cruel to childien, but they were repeatedly Nrustraed
in their intervention efforts, On four occasions ihey pranaged to obtain courlt
approval to initinle temporary custody proceedings; but only once (in the Camp-
bell case) was an order executed, and again no evidence was Jdiscovered, From
their perspective the impediments lay in e inaccessibility of (e conunune, it
“enllic seerecy,” and in the collective pature of e alkeped abuse. Laws on
child abuse were designed to apply W individual criminal behavior, so as (o
avoid botls the claim that abuse resulted from a child's cavironment and dis-
crimination against working cliss funilies (Richardson 1993). Moreover, curvem
fuws are based on the assumption that claims can be weadily investigated by
interviewing the chilt’s teacher, friends, Camily doctor, or neighbors —a silwition
not applicalile to religions commuanes. As Llatison complained (1984, p. 61):

Thiey ' ve taken away all our normal ways 10 detect child abuse, There we na deachers W
repurt sears, no doctors o report anything fosny. . . . The children we moved [tum com-
munal home to communal home, . .. What this amounts to is that mubudy knows who is
whu, and it is this facelessness and anonymity that led 1o the Raid of June 22.

Mel with passive resistance, the network was wnable to gither evidence tt
would justily using force in its social contral efforts an behalf ol the childen,
“This is where the grievance claims of apostates proved indispensible. Their
atrocity tales provided ammunition to justify a legal intervemion,

Three days before the raid, Auomey General Juhn Laston suminoncd seven
Connnunity elders into cout, ok them before the judge one wl a tine without
a lawyer, and asked then 1o name the childsen they lived with, Eacl i replied
that his conscience would not allow him to reveal this informaution and was then
jailed for contempt of coud. Hours Jater, Judge Keyser, an B6-year-old retired
Supreme Court Justice released the men, asserting (hat the court lacked authority
0 act unless the state produced specific names of people and specific evi-
dence.

Frustrated by the Gilure of court actions and thwarted by Chorch elders’
unwillingness o cooperate, a network thal included the stale’s attorney general,
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a social services commissioner, and 3 local newspapier editor wok action. They
met with Goverior Richard A, Snelling and Attorney Geneeal John Haston in
Montpelier and convinced them to approve their plan to take all the children of
the sect into custody simultancousty so that they coukl be examined for signs
of bruises. Clontier's files and the police imvestigimurs® reports were turned over
10 Phil White, Orleans’ County state attorney, whe was sworn in as special
assistant atorney generad. Judge Waolehik issued a search warmant thal was
brouglht 1o Governor Snelling.

The input of the anti-cult movement was Taler revealed when Judge Mahady
asked whether the acting prosecutor had authority in Essex County. The court
was informed the atomey general’s staff had met with “*cult experts”” Galen
Kelly and Priscilla Coates of the CFF, whao ciled two cases of child-beating
fotadities that bad occurred in two other “enlts,'” 1o justily emcrgency measires
{Malcarne and Burchard 1992, p. 82).% According 1o Julm O'Donnell, deputy
Twman servive seeretary at the time, a pediatrician and social worker involved
in the Michigan raid were called in for consultation. They compared that silu-
ation 1o the one in Island Pond, concluding that there was a significam potential
danger 1o children at Ishind Pond,

The said proved a baflling disappointment for the snetwork intent on fescue,
whu blame the decisions of Thomas 1. Hayes, chiel administiative judpe For
the Vermont couts, for its Failure. On the evening before the raid, Hayes pulled
Walchik off the case and assigned Judge Frank Mahady to preside over the
cmcrgeney hearings with hioseil and anatlicr judge as backup. Once the search
warranl wis seeved, state officials had 10 return o the cowt 1o show they had
acted within their authority and (o request penmission to detain the childien for
anotier 72 hours. Depuly Attoiney General Bristow and others complained that
it was “‘uaprecedented™” 1o prevent Waolchik from reviewing the search warrant
alter it had been execwted. Ordeans’ County attorney White also argued that
Hayes wanted a judge who would reject the state’s action, and deliberately chiose
Mahady who had a repatation for being a strong civil libentarian. The next duy
in court, Mahady reprimanded Judge Wolchik for signing the search warrant,

~ and Wolchik Tater admitted at a 19806 conlinmation hearing that he now regarded
the information on which he bad relied on grmting the search warrant as un-
retiable and possibly Lilse.

In Bis written report, Judge Mahady pronounced the vaid *“a grossly unlawful
scheme™ and conmented that the stale’s molive was nol 1he issue, for *‘even
when the stile acls in a noble cause, it must act Tawfulty " He criticized the
Lainguage of the original search wanrant as " 'more general in scope than any s
coutt can find after carelul cesearch in the recorded literature, It nuaty, indeed,
set o modern recard for pencrality.” e accused stte officials of rounding up
children 1o find evidence they Tacked; " What the state really sought was inves-
tigtive detetion.”
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Phase Theee: Decentrallzation and Deescalalion

Phase Huee is maked by a sudden decentralizition and deesculation of con-
flict. Evemts subsequent 10 the Island Pond raid Tollow a patterss described by
Richaedson (Chapter 8 this volume) in cases of other NEMs Inought o coutl
on slender evidence. Once the case is heand in public Tegal proceedings, thid
paulics are brought in. and members of the proup {previously ignored by the
media) are given a fonnm in court; a more realistic, rounded picture of the NRM
cmerges. All these factors bring some *'checks and balances™ o the silation
amd widermine the plausibility of the ponrait of the group as Subversive. Mote-
over, the relative independence of the judiciary impedes future ¢ffots of gov-
crmtbient agencics or the anti-cult movement © bring sanclions against a new
seligion (Chapter 8 this volane).

Within the Community, the Church elders abandowned their sectaian huddle
i sought 1o deescalate the conlict through legitinie channels. Having eape-
ticnced intimiditing demonstrations of the power and hostility of the state in
the raid and Bawson’s FBI amest—nol 1o mention the tragedy in Waco in
1993 —they began 1o reach owr. They gained friends and supporters among
miembers” parents and local officials, won concessions from the Venmont schiwl
boand, and were interviewed by sympathetic joumalists. The Istand Pond Com-
munity organized a voluntary diaspora, sold most of their houses, and cstab-
lished small communatl households across the New England states, ‘The Clunch
steove to maintain & more open and conciliaumy stance wward the outside world,

For 1he oppositional coalition the abortive maid proved a najor crisis, causing
a rilt between the law enforcement agencies and the social secvices persounnct,
To persevere in their mission, it was necessary (o adapl a new oppositional
stralegy. Since the complexitics of the case were o well-known in Iskund Pond,
the batlle arcna was broadened and deceantralized. Stall-seale skinmishes are
currently fought around the new houscholds that begin o receive negative pub-
licity in the local press onee the Jocal social services or (Canadian) Youth Pro-
tection agencies receive anti-cult literwture, prompting fiesh investigations and
fueling custody disputes,

Tension reniing, as in the 1994 investigation into the Community in Hyannis,
Massachusetts that resulted in a hearing at the Barnstable County Courthouse
on he 20, 1994, lronically, moong the young parents ashed 1o identily their
own babies were 2 couple who had themselves, as children, been taken into
custuly by SRS workers in the Iskind Pond raid of 1984, All cases were dis-
missed on November 4, 1994, During the same year, the Comimunity in Rutland,
Vermont was implicated in a custody dispule over four daughters, who were
awanded to the father living ontside the Community (even though it is guite
wnnsual for'the courts to award custody to fathers),

Apostites’ testimonies still provide powerful artillery for these battles, al-
though the tales are ten years old, heavily edited, and *‘reswrected.”” A close
serutiny of the affidaviis submitted in recent comn eases seveals how the
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material of ex-members is often padded, Lailored, and recycled in order to bolster
grievance claims. One recent defector, whose statements were used as evidence
against the Community in Hlyannis, later camplained in an affilavit of the “*un-
derhanded operations'® of the Department of Sociat Scrvices. She claimed that
the SRS sought her out in 1994, assured her they had substantial files on the
yannis families, and promised that everything she said would be held in the
strictest confidence, not (o be used withuot her prior knowledge and permission.
Later, she was upset 1o find her own name and her danghter’s mentioned in an
aflidavit submitted in evidence; no other sources on the Hyannis Community
were cited: amd her stalements were highly exaggerated. The Community’s at-
ey quoted her as stating that *|'The DSS] stated 1 had scen bruises and
marks on the childven but [ had never seen them! 1 feel like 1 have been dragged
on @ lishing expedition!”

According (o the Commmity's Jawyer, Jean Swinko, the same afflidavits that
were used in the carly 1980s (the Maran, Mattatall, Church, and Taylor affi-
davits) keep reappearing in affidavits of (he mid-1990s. From a Community
perspective (Juhason 1994, pp. 1-2) “repeatedly, law enfurcement pecsonnel
fail to respect court rulings or documents in passing stale information on to
other agencies.”" Further, the Community's attorney alleges that there is a re-
cursing pattern whereby lawyers, who have been influenced by such infornation,
study previous dismissed cases and decide they had been *“handled wrong,””
and that they could *do it right this ime.”

As in all communal NRMs, custody disputes arise when one parent leaves
the group. Recently, two fathers living in the Community chose 10 disappear
with their chilibren rather than trust the judicial system that hias always awarded
custenly to the outside parent. Stories about the eadt that abducts childeen have
appeared in the news, largely due to the activism of apostate Laucic Johnson,
who was briclly involved with the Community in Island Pond and has been
scarching for her two missing boys, Seth and Nathan, since they disappeased
with their Tather, Steven Wooten, in 1989, Seth and Nathan's faces liave ap-
peared on Chitd Find amd Childseckers pusters distributed by the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children with the caption: **It is believed that the
cult is ting in the concealment of these and othier children sought by custo-
dial parcms and authoritics” (Vermont Times, Noveber 19, 1991). Jolinson
alsa hired two private investigators from CRIB, an agency operating out of Plil-
addelphia that specializes in ferreling out missing children. Conwaunity members
complain that 1w sciry men wearing cowhboy gear (inchuding puns) constanily
invadé thuir puldic dance celebrations by circling around on motorhikes peering,
at the children, and handing out cards to visitors beming an insignia that closely
resembles the PBE's. A scarch warrant was served on the Comuunity in Winni-
peg. Manitoha, in Febraay 1996, and Lawrie Johnson accompanied the police
aneh sociab workers and serotinized the children—to no avail. As of May 1997,
however, Steven Wooten was arrested in Florida by the IR, and the two boys
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were given to their mother, who hired deprogranmer Rick Rosg asomne “exit
counselor,”™

The second alleged ““abduction’ occurred in Canala in the 1987 Sevatonr v,
Bawson custody cuse. Edward Dawson juined the Conwily in Y86, leaving
their 3-year-old son, Michael, with his mother, Judy Scymour, Afier several
nvonths, she signed a paper awarding custedy o Dawson, who took Michael o
live in the Myrtle Tree Farm Comnumity in Nova Scotin. In Augost 1987, a
police car and social workzes drew up 1o the farm unanounced, and Michacl
was placed in his Gither's custody for 44 days. Social Services olticials appealed
the cowrt's decision, and Dawson went o the Supreme Cowrt in Nova Scolia
while his case was ongoing in the local Family Court. According o Dawson's
testitnony, the Social Services agency placed an ad in the Montreal Gazeite in
Ociober 1987 to locale the boy's mother. She was shown alanning iestinonies
of former members, which prompted her w suc for the custody of her son,

During the Tamily court proceedings, Dawson made his son unavaitable to
the court. 1le was held in contempt of court and put in jail. After a presentation
of belief in February (988, the Supreme Count ordered his refease and deemed
hine a fit father,

The case did not end with this decision, however. In 1992 Scymuour and her
lawyer aranged an ex parte hearing with the judge in Nova Scotia. The judge
was receptive 1o a local deprogrammer’s argument that the Community qualificd
as o “‘cult,” granted Seymour interim liberal access for the weekend, and or-
dered Dawson Lo appear in court the following week. Dawson refused 10 allow
Michact out of his sight, 1ook him across the border, and lived for a year in a
Cluuch houseliold in California.

Mattatall’s old tales resurfaced when a Vermont state trooper sent a **Search
for Lydia®* news clip to California anthorities, and RCMP officer Wendetl M-
chison (who had staned in a 1elevision documentary, Missing Treasures, drun-
atizing the scarch for Lydia Mattatall) wrote a letler recommending that
abduction chirges be laid against Dawson. Dawson was apprebended by the Fi3
in the spring of 1994, Yed out of the conmune wearing chains, placed in a
maximum security prison for three months, ind charged with abduction und
contempt of court, The abduction chirge was dismissed in the 1995 trial, since
custodial parents cannot abduct their own children, but Dawson is siill waiting
1o appear for a retrial in the Supreme Coust concerning the *‘contempt’ charge.
Michael is currently living with his mother who has de facto custody.

The child abduction theme was echoed in onfousded but persistent rumons
sunmmding e vasolved disappearance of Lyndon Fulier. “The 24-year-old son
of the wealthy Fotler Brush maoufacturer escaped from a psychiatiic ward in
Berowick, Nova Scotia in 1991, Rumars circulated through the arca that Fuller
Lud joined the Myitle Tree Farm Community, despite the Tact that he had never
shawn any inlerest in its religion nor hid contact with any of its members. The
Farm was searched and placed under surveiltancee for menuhs; helicopters hov-
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ered overhiead and the Community's double-decker bus was scarched on the
highway. The case remains open and rumors still abound in Nova Scotia®

CONCLUSION

In analyzing the cflect of apostates’ grievance cliims on the Conununity, one
can observe their use in three phases of the Church’s conflict with the oppusi-
tional coalition. The first phase was actively launchied by Mattaall, who brought
the different agencics together and ccmented their allegiance with abuse stotics
to further his custody suit. Deleclors during the second phase played a more
passive role, Sought out by CIF counsclors, their anecdoles were soliciled, sc-
lected, even distoried 1o accomodate the anti-cult theoretical framework and 1o
praduce a packet on the “cult’ seplee with shocking stories. Onve these packels
were delivered 1o SRS officials, a kind of circular logic easued. New investi-
gations would be launched; journalists would then intervicw CI17 “cull ex-
perts,” who would air their views on the “cult” as il they had just descended
from heir ivory tower wheee they **monitor such groups.” The medin would
feed Wheir conroborating stories back 1o police, judges, ministers, il doctors,
creating the impression that the information was issuing from several differcut,
independent, and mutually corroborating sources, thereby enhancing their ceed-
ibility. Today these storics are widely dispersed, untraceible, and unverifiable;
they have taken on a ghostly life of their own. While it is highty unlikely they
will be used to constract amother major chivich-state confrontation, their stig-
matizing power has been directed into the narrow eddies of local newspapers,
computer networks, anti-cull literature, d court records.

The Messianic Communitics iovement is now beginniag its third generation;
it continues to win allies and found new communes and it still evokes contro-
versy. The  raid represented @ resounding  viclory  for the  Messsianic
Communitics in a legal sense, and it won sympathy among civil libertaians for
whom the Chureh became a lest case. Paradoxically, however, it brought the
Church an even greater noloriety, setting it back in its larger struggle for legit-
imacy. From the members” point of view, justice is not fortheaming. Mattatall
is dead, his pedesastic pursuits widely reported in the news; Clwirch and Taylor
have retacted; and deprogrammer Galen Kelly, who had conducted the inter-
views for the Morm Altidavit, is in jail. Moreover, the testimonies of the ¢hil-
dienn themselves contiadict these grievance cluims. O the cleven childien
awarrded 10 their defector Tathers in the carly custody battles involving ihe Gre-
goires, Mattatalls, and Alesanders, ten rejoined the Communitics when they

-ame ol age. Nevertheless, these early, unreliable, and stiginaiizing testimonics
continue o be packaged, recycled, and widely dispersed. Several members have
placed the Church in o vulnerable pusition by choosing to hide their children
rather than submit 1o a judiciary that has consistently refused o award custody
to parenls Baside the coninune,

The carlier tales of the apostate who has veatured acioss the houndary of a
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‘cult’” 1o rescue hisfher abused children is now supplanied by a new suspenseful
narcdive, quite as frustrating for both sides as the rumois ol collective chilid
abuse, for the claim cannol be proven, disproven, gor sesolved. This is the tale
al children who disappear into the mystesious center of o communal socicty,
While in hoth chses the fathers were the fepal guardians at the time of the afleged
custodial interference, they were sought out and arvested by the FII and must
now ateinpt to extricate themselves from the tenacious web of willful mace-
ravies spuw in the wake of Juan Mattatall,

NOTES

b Damison has since produced 'Bad Faith™ (1993), an wticle on the childen wl
David Koiesh.

2. While the severity of the discipline has never been established, it appears 1o bave
been prossly exagperaled in the court alfidavit. The seven-hour meeting was reported as
seven hows of actual whipping, and the testimony of “eight or nine'” welts on her skin,
read ot by the judge with a heavy Maine accent, was transcribed as “'eighty-nine”
walts.

Y The two cases were the Stonegate Connnunity in West Viegioia and the House of
Juddah in Michigan. Neither group is connected histurically, geographically, or ideolug-
ically 1o the Island Pend Community or 1o each other.

1. As of May 1997, Sweven Wooten was arrested in Florida and the two boys, now
P amld 17, were given to their mother. She hired deprogeannuer Rick Ross 1o counsel
the boys fur tew duys, despite their expressed wish o the social worker to remain with.
heir [ather, While Jolmson has appeared on niany talk shows, Woolen remains in jail
for lack of the $750,000 bhail and faces a custoddinl imerterence charge,

5. 1w Aprid 1997 a police investigation of the Community in Sus, France a1 *“Fabitha™s
Place™ was Tnclied after the death of an infant with a congenital hean defect. The
!mrcnls are lacing charges of medical neglect leading o death, punishable by 30 years
i prisor. The media were quick 1o exploit the curvent fear of **les scctes®” in the wake
ol the Solwr Tomple’s mass suicides. Relying on the conntercult organization {ADFL) for
their iwformation, the medin bave pintied highly cooncous descriptions of this “‘secte
dangerewse,”” which may infloence (he nine-person jury if the case is mot wied as a
“delit”" or misdemeanor.
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Chapter 10 .

The Role of Apostates in
the North American
Anticult Movement

o Anson Shupe

“Apostate’” is now a term used frequently when social scientists analyze de-
fectors from new religions movements. The apustate 1ole is understood 1o be
onc in which & person exits, vither voluntarily o involuntiarly, an unconven-
tional or “‘new’’ religious group or movement (herealter NiRM) and then be-
comes an outspoken, visible eritic of the latter. Morcover, sucle persons e
wlerstood 1o represent important fesources for any countercult, anti-cult, or
oppositional movenent sceking to s0il the idewtity of specific religious grotips.
Lor example, Shupe (1981, p. 214) states:

While opponents may suspect the worst of a group, they can only 1elate what they at
best know secondhand. Apostates, however, caiy claim Lo hive seen firsthand and ofwen
persomally participated in various horrors. “Fheir testimony is that of the insider and as
such pravides an apparently Trrefutable confirmation fur the propaganda [about] a group’s
uppanents.

This chapter has two goals: to presenl a twiel analysis ol the development
anck pe-interpretation of the concept of apostisy by molern social scientists; and
1o consider the evolution of the suciological role of apostates in the Nosth Amer-
fewn ati-eult movernent (1971--1995) and their exposwe by the muss media.

EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT OF APOSTASY

Chapler 2 of this volume approaches the entire cult -anti-cult struggle us one
in which contested organizations (a calegory into which many new religious
muvements fit) possess relatively little power vis-i-vis sociul control agencies.
This minorily status lends defectors from such (Jargely) uupﬁpul:nr movements
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